REMOVAL AND DESTRUCTION OF SYRIAN CHEMICAL WEAPONS

Latakia is the port of embarkation for chemicals to be removed from Syria . These chem-
icals have been packed and loaded securely in containers that meet international standards
for the transport of dangerous goods by sea, and have been inventoried and sealed by
OPCW inspectors. At Latakia, the chemicals are being loaded onto Danish and Norwegian
cargo vessels. (MV Ark Futura and MV Taiko respectively).

Ita

The Italian port of Gioia Tauro will be used for transferring some Priority | chemicals
(i.e. a precursor for chemical weapons and a small amount of mustard agent) from the
Danish cargo vessel to the MV Cape Ray.The transloading will take place with minimal
handling of the standardized shipping containers holding the chemicals and emergency
response equipment and personnel will be available to deal with any unlikely chemical
incidents. OPCWV inspectors will be present at Gioia Tauro to inventory the materials that
will be transloaded from one ship to the other.

Multi-National Maritime Task Force
A Multinational Maritime Task Force comprised of naval forces
from China, Denmark, Norway, Russia, and the United Kingdom is
positioned in the eastern Mediterranean Sea to provide secure
transportation of chemicals to their ultimate destruction location.
The cargo ships have additional capacity to deal with chemical spills
or emergencies and a special chemical response team is available,
along with expert chemical response personnel from Finland.

The Chemical Weapons Convention expressly the dumping of chemi-

cals in any body of water and requires States Parties to ensure that during

operations the highest priority is assigned to ensuring the safety of the
people and to protecting the environment.

OPCW inspectors will also confirm and report the destruction of the effluent and
ensure that all requirements of the Convention are properly observed during operations.

More information is available on
opcw.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=6668&language=en-US
www.opcw.org/special-sections/syria-and-the-opcw/frequently-asked-questions/



