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NOTE BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
ON COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT 

AND THE COMMISSION OF THE AFRICAN UNION 
 
1. As Member States are aware, the OPCW has been engaging in a growing number of 

joint activities with various regional and international organisations that have been 
actively supporting the action plan for the universality of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention (hereinafter “the Convention”) (EC-M-23/DEC.3, dated 
24 October 2003)—organisations such as the European Union, the Organization of 
American States, and the African Union (AU).  This increased cooperation has, inter 
alia, led to a greater number of regionally focussed activities in pursuit of the goals of 
the action plan, and has generally improved the effectiveness of universality-related 
efforts. 

 
2. Over the last two years, the Technical Secretariat (hereinafter “the Secretariat”) has 

been working jointly with the AU Commission on a memorandum of understanding 
that would serve as a basis for ongoing and future cooperation between the two 
Secretariats in pursuance of the objectives of the Convention and in line with the 
AU’s decision on its implementation and its universality (AHG/Dec.182 (XXXVIII), 
annexed to C-7/NAT.2, dated 23 July 2002). 

 
3. Member States will recall that, during his official visit to OPCW headquarters in 

June 2005, His Excellency Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, Chairman of the AU, referred 
to efforts in pursuit of universality and to other interests shared by the AU and the 
OPCW, and expressed his hope that further cooperation agreements would be reached 
in the collective endeavour to make the world a safer place for humanity 
(EC-41/NAT.1, dated 28 June 2005). 

 
4. In this connection, the Director-General is pleased to bring to the attention of Member 

States a recently concluded memorandum of understanding on cooperation between 
the Commission of the AU and the Secretariat.  A copy of the memorandum is 
annexed hereto. 

 
Annex: 
 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Co-Operation between the Commission of the 
African Union and the Technical Secretariat of the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons 
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