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Mr President,

1. It is a great privilege for me to address the United Nat@srseral Assembly for the
first time since | was appointed Director-General of thehi@al Secretariat of the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)Jialst | would
also like to extend to you, Mr President, my most sincere congtiatid on your
election to this position, to which you bring experience, diplomatitsskind the
respected voice of a country, the Czech Republic, whose contributionseto t
objectives and purposes of the Chemical Weapons Convention are well known.

Mr President,

2. The presence of a Director-General of an organisation lIikOB@W at the United
Nations universal body, the General Assembly, is as naturali@as@cessary. It is
natural, because our Convention, and the organisation it has brought, tardife
legitimate expressions of multilateralism in terms of amsanent and international
security, a field where the central role of the United Natisngidely recognised. It is
necessary because the Chemical Weapons Convention and the OPCW have a
message to convey to you this year, and in fact every day of éinegyeen that our
work, like yours, simply cannot stop.

3. The United Nations has recognised the OPCW as the organisagjponsible for
activities to achieve the comprehensive prohibition of chemicalpeves in
accordance with the Convention. At the same time, the OPCW, tas &g the
relationship agreement between the two organisations, recogmesesritral role the
United Nations undoubtedly plays in international peace and security.

4. A close cooperation between the UN and the OPCW seems to me self-eviderg. We a
determined to work jointly to achieve mutual objectives, by maimtgira close
working relationship with the Secretariat of the United Natiorallaielevant levels,
and by making sure that effective coordination is reached in tieeetht areas where
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the UN Charter and our mandate can converge, for the benefibahdisient and the
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

The organisation | represent is the single international unetit providing for
disarmament, for non-proliferation, and for international cooperation astaxe at
the same time. We verify the destruction of the huge, existesgnals of chemical
weapons. We monitor the chemical industry and trade-related adiviti listed
chemicals to make sure that they are consistent with the masisf the Convention.
We assist, and remain ready to provide help for Member Statesthof reinforcing
or creating their own protective capacities; and in cases attack with, or threat of
an attack with chemical weapons, we will stand beside thosedd. Through our
Organisation, these three unique elements — disarmament, non-atioliferand
international cooperation araksistance — find their indispensable articulation in the
CWC, and become integral parts of a single, united effort. Irséimse, Mr President,
the CWC stands as an example of what can be achieved when thalpslitiexists
to tackle questions of global concern through the formidable mpoosfean
internationally agreed instrument.

As | explained in my address to the First Committee durintpdson week” last
month, the States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention aregmaki
substantive progress in achieving the goals set out by thig.tidse destruction of
chemical weapons continues. And this is indeed crucial, as we at@kiog here of

a mere clean-up operation of the remnants of the Cold War.

We are dealing with weapons of mass destruction — tens of thousamdsitbns,
seas of deadly chemical agents — all weapons of choice foriseigroups, weapons
that have been used in recent inter-State conflicts and that, unfeljumamain
within the inventories of some states. OPCW inspectors are activehecking
destruction activities in all the declared possessor stiaeitities. On this front, the
task is herculean, but progress is being made by the minute.

In the United States of America, the goal of the destruction of fate stockpiles

of Category 1 weapons has been completed. India has also metithas @mreshold.
Another State Party is making progress towards that goal, pftoaal having been
given by the Conference of the States Parties for it td thisstarget by April 2003.

In Russia, where the largest stockpile of about 40,000 metric tonmesfafe agents
remain to be destroyed, agreements have been reached withirP@w,Cand a
number of decisions have been taken that will, hopefully, enable theaRussi
Federation to meet its obligations in terms of the destruetimhalso conversion of
some facilities to permitted purposes.

In this respect, we are greatly heartened, and warmly we]dbe 10 plus 10 billion
US dollars for these and related purposes over the next 10 years,eabpyothe G8
countries at the Kananaskis summit. Slowly but surely, the ORGWther with the
Member States, is creating the conditions for a world actuadlg from these
weapons of mass destruction.

Our work, Mr President and distinguished delegates, is very demaindinga
technological and scientific point of view, as it deals wisttelii chemicals which, in
most cases, do have legitimate civilian applications. The samde said about the
technologies involved, which fall under the well-known label of “dua’.ughis is
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why we have to make sure that the Technical Secretaratiposition to uphold the
core provisions of the Convention in the light of the breathtaking papegfess in

chemical industry worldwide. This is an area where we aresmilyrconcentrating
our efforts, in order to ensure the future relevance of the CWC to all Staties.Pa

While we continue our relentless efforts to oversee chemieapans destruction
activities, we must also note that this activity will demanedreyreater efforts from
the Organisation in the very near future. Possessor statesraancing the coming
in line of new destruction facilities. This will have a considerainhpact on our
verification plans, which will grow accordingly. The anticipatedepteise in

verification activities is a clear indication of the challemgéhich lie ahead for the
Organisation.

But the quantitative increase in verification activities isthetonly issue. This is
because the Chemical Weapons Convention is not just an instrument iditeralt
disarmament.

In parallel with the monitoring functions at chemical weapefated facilities, the
CWC addresses the equally complex and certainly more elusiv®@eproof the
proliferation of instruments of chemical warfare. Given the sespe of the chemical
industry worldwide, an efficient control of chemical proliferatisnan arduous task,
which the Technical Secretariat has to face within the maggiits limited resources,
especially against the backdrop of the growing number of facilities to be manitore

The number of inspections will go up, but the nature of the exerdisals® be
altered by the combined influence of new technologies, evolving inalustethods,
and the lessons learned in the past few years by our inspedthilst facilities
producing Schedule 1 and 2 chemicals will be a permanent focus GGV, we
shall also widen the scope of the monitoring activities in industryeneral terms.
This process will be gradual, and it will be defined in consaltawith the Member
States, and fully in line with the Convention.

Mr President,

International cooperation and assistance are much more than goodigantder
the CWC Our activities in the field of international cooperat@iiow our Member
States to become full partners in discharging their treatgatidns. The CWC, as is
frequently said, is not a self-executing documéntequires constant interaction and
interrelationship between the Technical Secretariat and the Megtaies through
their National Authorities, activities which are indispensable bothveérification
purposes, and also for the enactment of implementing legislatiorhandaal export
controls at a national level.

Article X mandates us to provide assistance in the case micztheveapons use or
the threat of their use. In the light of the importance of this aoment by the
OPCW, we have been actively working to improve our preparednesssaitability,
not only in actual emergencies, but also in the area of capadithniguiTwo months
ago in Croatia, we conducted our first large-scale exensiBiEh allowed us to test,
under real life conditions, our preparedness for chemical attacksmergencies.
We intend to continue with similar efforts in the near future, hdpefvith the

support and contribution of other international organisations, beginning with the
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United Nations, as there are many areas where synergitits efan and must be
found in this area.

Threat perception and a new sense of urgency have become agftarghe tragic
attacks in the United States of America in September 2001. &sststhas finally
been understood as a necessity, especially for statesgdbkimesources to protect
themselves against the possibility of an attack with chemgehta. Following the
terrorist attacks on the United States of America on 11 Sept&2ibé and the global
realisation of the possibility that terrorists might use weamdmeass destruction in
the future, an increasing number of States Parties have invoked thesgops in the
Chemical Weapons Convention that request the Technical Secretamabvide
expert advice, and that help to strengthen their protective capAdaityncreasing
number of protection courses have been delivered by the OPCW in 2002, ad som
additional ones have already been scheduled for 2003, for the benefitnobevl
States in Central Asia and Africa.

Mr President,

The OPCW is not a counterterrorist agency, but it is thediractive implementation
of the treaty provisions can help counter this looming menace. Doimghrough a
multilateral instrument like the CWC has the additional advardfgalying together
forces that would otherwise remain unconnected, at a time whenrtiyglst for
already scarce resources is becoming acute.

In December 2001, the States Parties and the OPCW TechnicetlaBat jointly
identified a number of areas where a useful contribution to the Eragginst
international terrorism can be made. These include the promotiomnigérsal
adherence to the Convention; the enactment of adequate national imiléone
legislation, including penal legislation; the full and effectinglementation of the
provisions related to the destruction of chemical weapons capabilitiksand
effective implementation of the provisions related to inspectionghenchemical
industry, and transfers of scheduled chemicals to States not Badythe further
development of the OPCW'’s capabilities to respond to requestssistamee in cases
of use or the threat of use of chemical weapons.

Mr President,

While addressing the General Assembly of the United Nationsnrotdail to
mention the high priority we attach to the principle of the univeysalithe Chemical
Weapons Convention. With 147 States Parties, the Convention already emndodies
significant number of UN Member States. But the Chemical Wea@onsention is

an international agreement open to all States, without exception.

For this reason, we have been consistently calling upon statésieanot yet done
so to ratify or accede to this treaty. To this end, we have alsignéel several
programmes and outreach initiatives to make sure that all stdleg to join the
family of nations opposed to chemical warfare can do so easily.

For a global agreement like this, which entails security aapbns for all the
Member States, ratification by all is our permanent objectiad, vae continue to
work towards that end. We have to acknowledge that some statekedbtsipurview
of the CWC pose clear proliferation concerns. But for some othiaesoverall
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security scenario prevailing in their respective regions could betermining, and
perhaps a deterring, factor.

23.  All these elements have to be borne in mind when we tackisstiee of universality.
The overriding notion remains, however, that this is a treaty whBratates,
possessor and non-possessor alike, have something to benefit from iroftehais
own security first and foremost, and also in other important aedasng to the
peaceful uses of chemistry.

Mr President,

24. In a few months, in accordance with the CWC provisions, we will cotldedEirst
Review Conference since the Convention entered into force. Thepatipcirpose of
the exercise will be to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of thatiogpeof the
Convention from a legal and a technical standpoint. The review confexsihalow
us to look into the past, to see what has been done and achievedirst fhee years
of operation of the treaty, and also, perhaps more importantigetdify the most
urgent tasks we will have to face in the next five years.

25. States Parties will be able to assess how the verificatiime has been implemented
so far, and will also be able to provide direction to the Orgaarsati continue its
monitoring of the destruction process and of compliance. During thewrevie
conference, Member States will also have an opportunity to consigescamtific
and technological developments which are affecting the CWC. Aldbwhisa first
retrospective, and at the same time forward-looking exercise, will lmkeal occasion
to reaffirm the validity and importance of the Chemical Weapons Convention.

26. If any lessons can be learned from recent events, it will roorthe continued
urgency and the validity of concerns over weapons of mass destruthis is why
we expect to have the widest participation from Member Statbe &ighest possible
level, as well as the active presence of international om@#ons and the civil society
next April in The Hague.

27. | do hope that the United Nations, as the principal organisatiomgi@ath matters
relating to the maintenance of peace and international secutitgignal, by its
presence, the high priority we all attach to the efforts diatesliminating weapons of
mass destruction.

Mr President,

28. Let us remember that chemical weapons happen to be the catbg@gpons which
the international community has agreed to dispose of completely, wekoeption,
and in a verifiable manner. Let us never forget that the Chemiadhpdns
Convention is our common contract to achieve this lofty goal. Let usyalsupport
the OPCW, which is no more and no less than the guarantor of this process.

Thank you.



