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AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FOURTH ANNUAL M EETING OF
NATIONAL AUTHORITIES
The Hague, 4 — 6 October 2002

1. The Technical Secretariat (hereinafter the “Secretan@thes to invite the personnel
of National Authorities to participate in the fourth annual meetingNational
Authorities, to be held at the OPCW headquarters in The Hague from
4 — 6 October, 2002. The meeting is designed as a working space fonngérs
involved in the running of National Authorities who deal on a day to dag bat$i the
issues of the national implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convettidrasic
objective is to contribute to increase national capacities to comwifiiythe obligations
assumed by States Parties under the Convention. Individuals nominated for
participation in the meeting are therefore expected to be actealbonsible for the
specific tasks of implementing the Convention at the national level.

2. The aims of the meeting are as follows:

(@) to facilitate the exchange of information and experiencesegards the
implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention and to promote
cooperation amongst National Authorities;

(b) to identify common implementation problems and to facilitater tfesolution
through cooperative efforts of States Parties and the Secretariat;

(c) to contribute to greater self-sufficiency of national implementatipaaaes and;

(d) to promote enhanced awareness of the Assistance and Protectisiopsowf the
Convention.

3. The meeting will consist of three substantive elements:

(@) one-day workshop on the role of Assistance and Protection provisions of the
Convention in its implementation;

(b) information update and exchange of experiences among National Authorities; and

(c) consultations between individual National Authorities and Setaetdficials on
implementation issues.

4.  The thematic workshop on the first day of the meeting, Friday @b€xts intended to
increase the awareness of National Authorities of the importafrnite Assistance and
Protection provisions of the Convention for the successful implementatidheof
Convention. Defined in Article X as one of the rights and obligatior&ates Parties,
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Assistance and Protection acquires increased relevance in thElpesptember 2001
world situation. Under Article X, States Parties have the tightquest and receive
assistance and protection in the case of use or threat of usenoicaheeapons,
including the use of chemical weapons by terrorists groups. The ttbestakshop
will look at the status of preparations in the Secretariat tvetetffective and timely
assistance to States Parties - victims of chemical weapsnsell as at the ways and
means to improve State Parties’ compliance with the provisionsiedta paragraph
7 of Article X.

5.  On the morning of Saturday 5 October the Secretariat will prandepdate on the
status of implementation of the Convention, including the progress towrds
universality, CW destruction, the implementation of the Convention in claémi
industry as well as the area of international cooperation andasssis The Secretariat
will also give an overview of the preparations for the First Revi®nference and of
the issues on the agenda of the Seventh Session of the ConferencBtafakd’arties.
Participants in the meeting will have an opportunity to engageganaral discussion.
In the afternoon of the same day, the personnel of National Authamtldse able to
meet in their respective regional groups, to discuss issues mel@véheir regions.
Each group will be expected to summarise its discussions duringstheeksion on that
day. Itis hoped that the groups will be able to offer recommendatr@hsonclusions
that will provide further guidance to the Secretariat concerningdhistance required
by States Parties for the implementation of the Convention. Inpwtsal®a include
ways and means of organising and providing such assistance, as wsdpasals for
further improving both bilateral and regional cooperation among NatioagloAties
and between them and the Secretariat.

6. In recognition of the fact that the simultaneous presence in TheueHad
representatives of many National Authorities, in conjunction with éssigns of the
Conference of the States Parties, provides a unique opportunity forepuebentatives
to meet with Secretariat officials in order to discuss issafespecific interest to
individual States Parties, the morning of Sunday 6 October will $erved for such
bilateral consultations. National Authorities are therefore regde® provide the
Secretariat with an advance notice of the particular nationaémmggitation issues they
would like to discuss with the Secretariat, so that responsibtzaddfin the Secretariat
are appointed for such meetings and the necessary preparation wakdiscted.
During the meeting, the Secretariat may also invite partigpemtdiscuss specific
implementation issues on a bilateral basis.

7. Interpretation services will be provided, in accordance with regasstpecified in
annex 2 to this document, only on Friday 4 October during the thematicheprks

The substantive topics for discussion in the aegi group meetings of National Authorities will be
decided by the groups themselves. They may inafledeloping a regional perspective on:

. the status of implementation of the Convention;

. practical follow-up to the regional National Autitgrmeetings held in Brazil and Slovakia as well
as to the CWC workshop in Sudan;

. verification and inspection related issues;

. developing a common platform for future cooperafpoojects; and

. any other specific projects according to individoational characteristics.
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Assistance and Protection, in the morning of Saturday 5 October doerdiscussion
of the status of implementation of the Convention and in the lat@afterof the same
day during the review of the discussions that will have taken ptad¢kei regional
groups. No interpretation services will be available either on t6b@c or for any
meetings of regional groups or individual consultations.

8. The Secretariat expects to be able to sponsor a limited numbeartdipants.
Nominations should specify whether sponsorship is a precondition for patitci.
For sponsored participants, the Secretariat will cover the coststraskel,
accommodation and medical insurance. It will also provide a linstdzkistence
allowance to cover other related costs such as meals. The Satwthdover the cost
of the accommodation only when such accommodation is arranged by ticipBats
who do not need or intend to use the accommodation to be provided by therécreta
are requested to inform the Secretariat about it as egplysasble in order to avoid any
cancellation fees. The daily subsistence allowance will rermachanged in case
participants opt to make their own accommodation arrangements. Imgria&vel
arrangements for the sponsored participants, the Secretariatusdll the most
economical arrangements possible. Tickets will be purchased ISetretariat and
sent to participants. Participants will be allowed to purchakets locally only when
this leads to further savings to the Secretariat and when thasti®rised by the
Secretariat in advance. Any costs due to the changes or caocsllatade by
participants after the tickets are purchased will have to be borne by the pasicipant

9. National Authorities are invited to submit the names of theif staminated to
participate in the meetingot later than 26 August 2002using the form contained in
annex 2 of this document. The completed forms should be returned to #wtoDir
International Cooperation and Assistance Division, OPCW, Johan de anitga,
NL-2517 JR The Hague, the Netherlands. The forms may also be sabbytfax:
+31-(0)70-306 3535, or by e-mail: ipb@opcw.org. It is important that aldiétels
requested on the form be provided, and that the form is fully filledorthat the
Secretariat can communicate directly with the nominated pmatits. Please be
advised that an OPCW acceptance letter is a prerequisitbdaregistration of the
participants sponsored by the Secretariat.

10. Participants requiring an entry visa for the Netherlands aresead¥o contact the
nearest diplomatic mission of the Netherlands as soon as possibledditional
assistance is required, participants may contact the ProtoauttBod the Secretariat:
telephone: +31-(0)70-416 3300; fax: +31-(0)70 -306 3890.

11. Additional information about the meeting may be obtained from the rimepkation
Support Branch, International Cooperation and Assistance Division, whictbecan
contacted as specified in paragraph 9 above.

Annexes:
Annex 1: Provisional programme
Annex 2: Details of participants
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Annex 1

FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES
THE HAGUE, 4 — 6 OCTOBER 2002

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Friday 4 October = THEMATIC WORKSHOP ON ARTICLE X OF THE CHEMICAL
WEAPONS CONVENTION: ASSISTANCE AND PROTECTION

09:00 —10:00 Registration
10:00 - 10:15 Opening remarks
10:15-11:00 l. The Chemical Weapons Convention

Overview of the implementation of the Chemical Weapons
Convention, Article X on Assistance and Protection

11:00 — 11:15 Coffee break
11:15-12:30 Il.  National Capacity Building

National and regional protection programmes and relevant
regional organisations

12:30 — 14:30 Lunch
14:30 — 15:15 [I.  National Capacity Building (cont.)

The role of the OPCW in national capacity building;
preparedness and training

15:15 - 16:00 lll.  International Capacity Building

Concept of international assistance

16:00 — 16:15 Coffee break
16:15-17:15 Headquarters resources for assistance
- HQ stockpile

- Assistance coordination & assessment team (ACAT)
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Saturday 5 October FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES

08:00 — 08:45

09:00 — 09:20

09:20 - 09:30

09:30 -10:15

10:15 -10:30

10:30 — 11:15

11:15-12:00

12:00 — 12:45

12:45 - 13:45

13:45 - 14:30

14:30 — 14:45

14:45-17:15

17:15-18:00

Sunday 6 October

09:30 - 12:45

Registration

Opening address

Organisation of work

CEFIC: an industrial perspective of CWC implementation

Coffee break

Dutch experience in implementing the CWC

Issues for the First Review Conference of the CWC

Issues for the Conference of the States Parties at its Seventh Session
Lunch

Supporting CWC implementation: Perspectives from Africa,
Eastern Europe, and Latin America and the Caribbean.

Coffee break
Regional meetings of National Authorities

Summing-up session for the regional meetings
Regional groups’ designated spokespersons

MEETING THE SECRETARIAT

Time reserved for consultations between individual National Authorities
and Secretariat officials on specific implementation issues
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Annex 2

FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES
THE HAGUE, 4 -6 OCTOBER 2002

DETAILS OF PARTICIPANTS

Please submit the completed form by 26 August 2002 to:
The Director, International Cooperation and Assistance Division, OPCW
Johan de Wittlaan 32, NL-2517 JR The Hague, the Netherlands. Fax: +31-(0)70-306 3535
Please use BLOCK LETTERSALL FIELDS OF THE PRESENT FORM SHALL BE
FILLED FOR THE APPLICATION TO BE CONSIDERED.

1. Government office nominating
the participant

Family name

First name
Date of birth

Citizenship
Gender (male/female)

Employer

© N o g kM W DN

Description of duties in regards
to CWC implementation

9. Passport no.

Date of issue

Place of issue

Date of expiration

10. Contact address

11. Telephone no. (home/work)
12. Fax no. (home/work)

13. E-mail address

14. Is a bilateral meeting with the
Secretariat requested for Sunday
6 October? Please, indicate the Y€S No
Secretariat Division(s) to be
consulted.
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15. Is OPCW sponsorship a Yes 0O No O
precondition for participation?
16. Is assistance in finding Oct. ™40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110

accommodation required* 120 130

17. Interpretation services required Arablc Chineséd Englishd0  FrencHd

Russiard  Spanist

Please tick the appropriate dates. Note that the OPCW avilrahe costs of hotel
accommodation for sponsored participants only during the meeting of Nationa
Authorities (i.e. for the nights of 3, 4, 5 and 6 only). If you also interattémd the
Seventh Session of the Conference of the States Parties, pikake tates required
(but note carefully that any additional overnight stays will bgoat own expenge

As various other seminars/conferences are being held in The Hague duringidlis per
accommodation may be limited. It is therefore advisable to nesezwations as soon

as possible.




