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NOTE BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

INVITATION TO A MEETING ON THE
ANALYSIS OF SAMPLES OF BIOMEDICAL ORIGIN

1. The Note by the Director-General S/130/99, dated 1 July, announced th@mtd
the Technical Secretariat to arrange a meeting of experts in The Hague on
6 and 7 December 1999. The meeting will address the issue of saanpdirrgnalysis
of biomedical samples for evidence of the use of chemical weapoased Bn the
responses received from interested delegations, further detailseadchft agenda of
the meeting are provided in annex 1 to this Note.

2. The two-day meeting will be organised in four major sessions:

€)) Introductory lectures:
0] The context of biomedical sampling as provided for in the Convention,
including current equipment and capabilities;
(i) Overview of the technologies currently available for the ysislof
biomedical samples for the presence of chemical agents; and
(i)  The OPCW system for sampling and analysis of environmental
samples.

(b) Open discussion addressing the question:
Is the model and framework of the system for environmental samafidg
analysis relevant and applicable to samples of biomedical origin?

(c) The participants will be split into subgroups, in accordancethatin interests

and backgrounds, to address key issues in more detail, and to develop

proposals for action. The precise topics will depend on the preceding

discussion, but are likely to include:

0] the similarities and differences between the system afwalysing
environmental samples, and the proposed system for biomedical
samples;

(i)  the relevance of the concept of accredited laboratories rfalysing
biomedical samples;

(i)  the relevance of the concept of “round robin” exercises irfitid of
biomedical sampling;
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(d)

(iv)  key technologies and analysis techniques to be included in ansfgste
sampling and analysing biomedical materials; and
(v) the collection and transportation of samples of biomedical origin.

Plenary discussion to develop an agreed set of proposals for ababmeed
to be taken to develop a credible system within the OPCW for thexitoh
and analysis of samples of biomedical origin.

3. The report of the meeting will be submitted to the Director-General for fathien.

4. With the above in mind, Member States are invited to nominate sxpgarticipate
in the meeting, who are able to contribute in the following areas:

(@)

(b)

()

the collection and transportation of biomedical samples in asicsdly
credible manner;

laboratory analysis techniques for the detection of chemicapams in
biomedical samples; and

the application of experiences already gained in the impletn@mtof a
system for collection and analysis of environmental samples, to amne f
samples of biomedical origin.

5. The meeting will take place on 6 and 7 December 1999, in room 007/009 of the
OPCW Headquarters Building, Johan de Wittlaan 32, The Hague.

6. Interested delegations are invited to complete the registrédiom attached as
annex 2, and to return it to Dr Brian Davey, Head of the Health amdy32fanch,
OPCW, Johan de Wittlaan 32, 2517 JR The Hague. Alternatively, the cethplet
forms may be submitted by fax, at +31 (0)70 416 3307.

Annexes:

1. Draft agenda/programme
2. Registration form
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Annex 1
DRAFT AGENDA / PROGRAMME
M eeting on the analysis of samples of biomedical origin
OPCW Headquarters Building,

Johan de Wittlaan 32, 2517 JR The Hague
6 and 7 December 1999

6 December
09:30 - 10:00 Introduction and welcome
Election of chairperson
Adoption of the agenda
10:00 - 12:00 Introductory lectures
(&) The context of biomedical sampling as provided for in the Convention,
including current equipment and capabilities
(b) Overview of the technologies currently available for the analysis of
biomedical samples
(c) The OPCW system for sampling and analysis of environmental samples
12:00 - 13:00 Group discussion:
Is the model and framework of the system for environmental sampling and
analysis relevant and applicable for samples of biomedical origin?
14:30 Agreement on topics for discussion by subgroups.
15:00 - 18:00 Division into subgroups to address agreed tépics
7 December
09:30 - 13:00 Subgroup reports: Presentation by subgroup representatives, and discussion
14:30 - 18:00  Development of a combined report
1 It is anticipated that the working sessions of the subgroups mayteée extended into the

evening in order to produce a result in the time available. Apptegdailities will be made
available if necessary.
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Annex 2
REGISTRATION FORM
M eeting on the analysis of samples of biomedical origin
OPCW Headquarters Building,
Johan de Wittlaan 32, 2517 JR The Hague
6 and 7 December 1999

(Please complete this form using BLOCK LETTERS)

1. Family name

2. First name

3. Date of birth

4.  Nationality

5. Telephone no.
(home/work)

6. Faxno.
(home/work)

7.  Academic/professional
qualifications

8.  Area(s) of expertise

9. Has nominee participated

in previous OPCW
courses, workshops or

seminars? (If so, please
state which)




