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AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, BULGARIA, CANADA, COSTA RICA, CROATIA,
CYPRUS, CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, ESTONIA, FINLAND, FRANCE,
GERMANY, GREECE, GUINEA, HUNGARY, ICELAND, IRELAND, ITALY, JAPAN,
LATVIA, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, MALTA, NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND,
NORWAY, PANAMA, POLAND, PORTUGAL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA, ROMANIA,
SAUDI ARABIA, SENEGAL, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SPAIN, SWEDEN,
SWITZERLAND, TURKEY, UKRAINE, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND URUGUAY

ATROCITIES IN SYRIA: REPORTS OF THE FACT-FINDING MISSION CONCLUDING
THAT SARIN AND SULFUR MUSTARD HAVE BEEN USED IN THE SYRIAN ARAB
REPUBLIC

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration are deeply outraged by the use of chemical
weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic, which has resulted in the injury and death of hundreds
of civilians.

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration welcome the efficient, thorough, dedicated
work of the OPCW Fact-Finding Mission (FFM), who drew on information from a wide
range of sources, including from the Syrian Arab Republic, enabling it to reach conclusive
findings.

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration wish to express their grave concern with the
conclusions of the FFM in Syria that incontrovertible evidence was found that people were
exposed to sarin or a sarin-like substance, that this substance was used as weapons in Khan
Shaykhun on 4 April 2017, and that victims were also exposed to sulfur mustard in
Um-Housh on 16 September 2016.

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration condemn in the strongest possible terms the
use of chemical weapons anywhere, at any time, by anyone, under any circumstances, and
express their strong conviction that those responsible for the use of chemical weapons must
be held accountable. They, therefore, condemn in the strongest possible terms the use of
chemical weapons as documented in the FFM reports.

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration would like to recall their grave concern with
the findings of the OPCW-United Nations Joint Investigative Mechanism that the Syrian
Arab Armed Forces had been involved in the use of toxic chemicals as weapons in three
cases in the Syrian Arab Republic in Talmenes in 2014, in Qmenas in 2015, and in Sarmin in
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2015, and that the so-called Islamic State in Irag and the Levant (Daesh) was responsible for
one such use in Marea in 2015.

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration express their deepest sympathy for the
victims of chemical weapons attacks. They demand that all parties involved in the use of
toxic chemicals as weapons immediately desist from any further use.

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration would like to recall that the use of chemical
weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic constitutes an unacceptable threat to international peace
and security and that any retention, development or use of chemical weapons in Syria poses a
serious threat to the Chemical Weapons Convention itself and other international norms. In
this context, they are deeply concerned that, despite years of follow-up by the OPCW with
the Syrian authorities, the declaration submitted by Syria still cannot be certified by the
OPCW as accurate and complete, which constitutes a serious threat to the Syrian people.

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration demand that Syria fully comply with its
international obligations and resolve the outstanding issues related to its chemical weapons
programme identified by the OPCW Declaration Assessment Team (DAT).

The States Parties subscribing to this declaration would like to express their continued
support to the FFM in Syria and to the DAT, express appreciation for the continuing courage
and dedication of their members, urge the OPCW-United Nations Joint Investigative
Mechanism to provide clear and swift conclusions on the reported attacks, and also urge the
FFM in Syria to quickly report on other recent reports of chemical weapon use in Syria that
are currently under investigation.



