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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
FOLLOWING THE THIRTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
27 MARCH 2013

The Chairperson of the Executive Council (hereinafter “the Council””) has been approached
by some delegations for a statement on the issue of the request by Secretary-General of the
United Nations for the OPCW to support an investigation of alleged use of chemical weapons
in Syria.

The draft statement, which has also been shared with Director-General of the Technical

Secretariat of the OPCW, is attached as a suggestion from the Chairperson. It is hoped that
this statement will command a consensus.
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Annex

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
FOLLOWING THE COUNCIL MEETING ON 27 MARCH 2013

The Council was informed today by the Director-General that the Secretary-General of the
United Nations has conveyed to him a request for the OPCW to support an investigation of
alleged use of chemical weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic.

The Director-General also informed the Council that he had found this request to be
consistent with paragraph 27 of Part X1 of the Verification Annex of the Chemical Weapons
Convention and in accordance with Article 11(2)(c) of the Relationship Agreement between
the United Nations and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, which
cover alleged use of chemical weapons involving a State not Party or in territory not
controlled by a State Party, and that he had authorised the placement of OPCW resources at
the disposal of the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

The Council expressed deep concern that chemical weapons may have been used in the
Syrian Arab Republic.

The Council underlined that the use of chemical weapons by anyone under any circumstances
would be reprehensible and completely contrary to the legal norms and standards of the
international community.

The Council also expressed its unequivocal support of the investigation that has been initiated
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations with the support of the OPCW.

The Council called upon all parties in the Syrian Arab Republic to extend their full
cooperation to the investigation and to ensure that the investigation team is able to complete
the investigation safely and effectively.



