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NOTE BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
NOMINATION BY BURKINA FASO OF A CANDIDATE
FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR-GENERAL

1.

At its Eighty-Fourth Session, the Executive Council (hereinafter “the Council”)
adopted a decision on the process for the appointment of the Director-General
(EC-84/DEC.7, dated 9 March 2017), requesting the Chairperson of the Council to
invite, on the Council’s behalf, States Parties to present their nominations of
candidates for the position of Director-General of the Technical Secretariat
(hereinafter “the Secretariat”) of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) by no later than 23 June 2017, to enable their consideration at the
Eighty-Fifth Session of the Council.

2.

The Permanent Representation of Burkina Faso to the OPCW has submitted to the
Secretariat a note verbale informing it of the nomination by the Government of
Burkina Faso of Mr Abdouraman Bary, Coordinator for the Africa Region of the
Sub-Programme “Chemicals, Hazardous Wastes and Air Quality” of the United
Nations Environment Programme, as candidate for the position of Director-General.

3.

Pursuant to Rule 48 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, the above-mentioned
note verbale is herewith circulated to the members of the Council and all other States
Parties.

Annex (English and French only):
Note Verbale of the Permanent Representation of Burkina Faso to the OPCW
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Professeur Abdouraman Bary
Candidate for the position of
Director-General of the OPCW

At a time in the history of mankind, where threats to peace, security and stability are
increasingly more widespread and diffuse, I firmly believe that we must work together to
find innovative solutions in order to attain the common ideal of the United Nations to
maintain international peace and security. I pledge to work with all actors for a future
free from the threat of chemical weapons in which the genius and creativity of women
and men crystallize in global cooperation for the peaceful use of chemistry for progress
and human and economic development.
THE CANDIDATE
Having a PhD in Science and a PhD in Materials Science, Professor Abdouraman Bary
possesses strong scientific and technological knowledge in chemistry coupled with an
important involvement in international affairs related to the global management of toxic
or hazardous chemicals.
After teaching chemistry at the University of Ouagadougou for nearly 20 years Professor
Abdouraman Bary is currently working for the United Nations Environment Program
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(UNEP) as Coordinator for the Africa region of the Sub-Programme “Chemicals, Wastes
and Air Quality”.
Professor Bary has an extensive experience in multilateral political affairs. It has worked
to implement the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) in Burkina Faso as the Head of
the National Authority; he led the ratification process of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT); and has ensured the national implementation of other arms control
and disarmament treaties, including the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention
(BWC). He served as Africa's representative in the Standing Committee of the
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS) established by the International
Conference on Chemical Safety.
He embodies the vision, commitment, professional capacity, energy and enthusiasm to
advance the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention with a view to
contributing to disarmament and non- Proliferation of chemical weapons, and hence
peace and international security, as well as the promotion of international cooperation for
the peaceful uses of chemistry.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
From September 2009 to present: Coordinator for the Africa Region of the SubProgramme « Chemicals, Hazardous Wastes and Air Quality » of the United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP).
Professor Bary has supported the implementation of multilateral environmental
agreements related to chemicals and wastes in the Africa Region, the UNEP subprogramme on chemicals, wastes and air quality, as well as the sub-programme on
environmental governance and the mainstreaming of the sound management of
chemicals into national development plans. It has coordinated and implemented UNEP
responses to requests from many countries in the region with regard to chemicals
management.
He played a key role in holding the First Conference of the Parties to the Bamako
Convention on the Ban of the Import of Hazardous Wastes into Africa. He coordinated
UNEP support to the Parties to organize and hold this meeting, which marks a key
milestone in the operationalization of this important regional convention.
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Under his leadership, UNEP, in partnership with other international organizations, has
developed and implemented a regional waste management project in Africa which
includes the creation of a Consortium of African Universities to develop and implement a
training program for waste management for students and decision makers.
To support the advancement of environmentally sound management of chemicals and
wastes in the Africa region, Professor Bary has expanded and strengthened UNEP's
cooperation and synergies with international organizations such as UNIDO, WHO, FAO
and UN-Habitat, as well as with the Regional Economic Communities such as the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Common Market for
Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Southern African Development
Community (SADC).
From September 1993 to August 2009: Professor of Chemistry at the University of
Ouagadougou and Director of a Research Laboratory (Laboratory of Analytical
Chemistry, Radiochemistry and Electrochemistry)
During these years Professor Bary has contributed to the development of capacities in
his country by training several hundred students in the field of chemistry (General
Chemistry, Nuclear Chemistry and Analytical Chemistry). Many experts he has trained
are now working in various sectors: the chemical industry, secondary and higher
education, private companies, and so on. He headed the Laboratory of Analytical
Chemistry, Radiochemistry and Electrochemistry. Numerous important scientific results
have been produced in his research laboratory, which has helped to solve various
development problems, for example in the field of chemical pollution control:
development of methods for the destruction of highly toxic molecules (especially
Persistent Organic Pollutants, POPs) using non-thermal chemical plasmas at
atmospheric pressure.
Professor Bary has also contributed to the development of international relations at his
university by initiating and implementing a tripartite agreement between the University of
Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), the University of Caen (France) and the Association of
universities partially or entirely of French language (AUPELF). This convention (known
as the CIME Convention) allowed student mobility between the two universities.
1991-1993: Assistant-Professor, University of Ouagadougou.
1990-1991: Lecturer, University of Ouagadougou
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INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE
Cumulatively with his duties as Teacher-Researcher, from 1997 to 2007 he served as
the Head of the National Authority of Burkina Faso for the Chemical Weapons
Convention. As such, it played a key role in the ratification by Burkina Faso of the
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) and other arms control instruments. He has played a leading role in the
development of national policy and legislation on chemical weapons and toxic chemicals.
He ensured the national implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention and the
Biological and Toxins Weapons Convention. He has developed and proposed measures
to the Government of Burkina Faso, which has helped to ensure the proper national
implementation of arms control instruments. He led the delegation of Burkina Faso to the
conferences of States Parties of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) and participated in the elaboration of positions adopted by Burkina
Faso in that organization.
Professor Bary also oversaw the process of ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty by Burkina Faso and the national management of confidence-building
measures under the Convention on Biological and Toxin Weapons.
He represented Africa in the Standing Committee of the Intergovernmental Forum on
Chemical Safety (2006-2008).

•
•

ACADEMIC RECORD
Post Doctoral thesis (Doctorat d’Etat ès Sciences) - University of Caen (France),
1989;
PhD in Materials Science (Doctorat de Troisième Cycle en Sciences des
Matériaux) - University of Caen (France); 1984

SPECIAL TRAININGS
 Industrial Internship at BAYER, Leuverkussen (RFA), 2003 ;
 Course in Industrial Chemistry, University of Karlsruhe (RFA), 1993 ;
 Training in Industrial Chemistry, Université de Surrey (Angleterre), 2003 ;
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 Certificate of Chemical warfare Agent Verification Analysis (Basic and Advanced
Course); Finnish Institute for Verification of the Chemical Weapons Convention
(VERIFIN), Helsinki, Finland;
 Certificate of Environmental Radioactivity and Radionuclide Monitoring for the
Verification of the CTBT ; Institute for Atmospheric Radioactivity (Freiburg) –
Institute for Radiation Hygiene (Neueherberg), Germany;
 Certificate of UN Weapons Inspector; United Nations Monitoring Verification and
Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC).
EXPERTISE : Chemistry, Analytical Chemistry (GC/MS, IR, UV/Vis), Nuclear Chemistry,
Electrochemistry, International Relations.
MARITAL STATUS : Married, father of 3 children.
LANGUAGE SKILLS : English, French.
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