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REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

NATIONAL MEASURES

FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION

General Obligations

The Republic of Bulgaria signed the Chemical Weapons Convention (fexeitiae
Convention”) on 13 January 1993, and ratified it on 29 June 1994. The Convention
came into force on 29 April 1997. As a State Party to the ConventiogaiBuhas
undertaken the obligation never, under any circumstances: (a) tomlepmduce,
otherwise acquire, stockpile, or retain chemical weapons (CW), or treshséet|y or
indirectly, CW to anyone; (b) to use CW; (c) to engage in aiiyanyi preparations to
use CW; (d) to assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyogegage in any
activity prohibited to a State Party under this Convention, antb (e riot control
agents as a method of warfare. Bulgaria has also promptly adopteboirdance
with its constitutional processes, the necessary national measummplement its
obligations under the Convention.

National Implementing L egislation

Under Article. 5, paragraph 4, of the Constitution of the Republic ubjaBa,
international treaties which have been ratified by the Paelid and promulgated,
become an integral part of domestic law. Such treaties sdpees®y domestic
legislation that might stipulate otherwise. The Convention hashdcsme part of
the Bulgarian national legislation. Furthermore, Bulgaria hkentahe necessary
legislative and administrative measures to meet the spec#juirements of
Article VII of the Convention, as indicated below.

The Parliament of the Republic of Bulgaria has adopted a sepaxagntitled “Law

on the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and Control of Toxic ChemacalsTheir

Precursors” (ref.: State Gazette, issue 8/2000, amended in Stzg¢dtes issue 75,
dated 2 August 2002). This law not only enacts the prohibitions sgguiatthe

Convention, but also regulates the activities of natural and legal pensohsng the

use of chemical substances or their precursors, which are stdjadernational

control. In cases of violations of its provisions, the law envisagesnestrative-

criminal responsibility and punitive measures, which are compleméytesgecific

penal actions introduced through the Penal Code of Bulgaria.
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Other important elements of the national implementing legislaire the Law on
Control of Foreign Trade Activity in Arms and Dual-Use Goods anchiielogies
and the Regulation for Implementation of this law, which regulaterriational
transactions and set out procedures for control of activities involeiregmical
substances, biological agents, toxins and other strategic items, edaigdr
technologies. This law provides for issuance of licenses and pdomitatural and
legal persons involved in foreign trade in arms or dual-use goodsadmblegies. It
also imposes bans and restrictions in respect of countries aadizatipns under
United Nations (UN), European Union (EU) and Organisation for Secanty
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) sanctions or embargoes. The law veaslemin
2002 to provide for improved control over brokering activities in this afeg. such
activities carried out on or from the territory of Bulgaria tieated as trade activities
falling under the relevant legislative provisions. This amendmerdlsasntroduced
a licensing regime for brokering activities and established a “brolegister”.

The Penal Code provides, inter alia, for enhanced sanctions agelatirs of the
prohibitions of the Convention, including imprisonment of up to eight years avi
fine of up to 500,000 leva (approximately EUR 250,000), for any foreign trade
activities involving dual-use goods or technologies (including chemicatasdes,
biological products and toxins and related technologies) carriedithdut a permit
issued by the Interdepartmental Commission for Export Control and- Non
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, which is with thmistty of
Economy of Bulgaria.

National Authority for the Implementation of the Convention

In accordance with the most recent amendments to the Law d#rahibition of
Chemical Weapons and Control over Toxic Chemicals and their Bogsurthe
Interdepartmental Commission for Export Control and Non-Proliferaticileapons
of Mass Destruction (Ministry of Economy) has been designatetheasNational
Authority of Bulgaria, and serves as the national focal pomefiective liaison with
the OPCW and other States Parties to the Convention, as requiitsdAoycle VII,

paragraph 4. The Members of this Commission, which is chairethebpéputy
Prime-Minister and Minister of Economy, are representativeshefMinistry of
Economy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of the Interioand Ministry of
Defense. Secretary of the Commission is the Director of thpaffraent for
Internationally Controlled Trade in the Ministry of Economy.

Export Control of Chemicals

Bulgaria applies strict export controls in compliance withoigjdterm commitment
to the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, including cheamchl
biological weapons capabilities. They are based on the Law on Cohtrareign
Trade Activity in Arms and Dual-Use Goods and Technologies and egal&ion
for its Implementation, reference here above. The non-proliferabjattives are a
significant element of Bulgarian foreign policy.
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The effective control of the trade in the chemicals schedhligg: Convention is an
important parif the national compliance efforts of Bulgaria. The control of expor

or dual-use goods and technologies, which has been in force since 1998, cover
nuclear, chemical, biological, missile-technology and other sengitisstrial items
(goods, technologies and equipment) considered to be of strategic angeort
Chemical and biological export controls under the national systernoanpatible

with those established by the European Union supplier states. G@Ghexports are
regulated by an efficient licensing and permit system, whichiespphter alia, the
following rules:

@) Schedule 1. Exports and imports of Schedule 1 chemicals, asasvel
mixtures containing any quantity of a Schedule 1 chemical, reminedual
licensing and permits for all destinations. Schedule 1 chemicatsomly be
transferred to another State Party and only for researcigicahe
pharmaceutical or protective purposes in accordance with paragragba of
VI of the Verification Annex to the Convention (hereinafter “theifation
Annex”). Schedule 1 chemicals, even if contained in mixtures, céenc-
transferred to a third State-Party;

(b) Schedules 2 and 3: Exports and imports of Schedule 2 and 3 clseragal
well as mixtures containing Schedule 2 and 3 chemicals, are subject
individual licensing and permits for all destinations. Shipments loé@&de 2
and Schedule 3 chemicals, or mixtures containing such chemicalsfréonor
States not Party to the Convention are not permitted;

(c) End-Use/End-user certificates (EUC) or Internationapdrn Certificates
(IIC) are required for all shipments of scheduled chemicals; and

(d) DOC/PSF-chemicals: There are no trade restrictonB©C/PSF-chemicals,
if they are not included in the lists of controlled dual-use goods and
technologies under the relevant national legislation and regulations of
Bulgaria.

Chemical Industry Declarations and I nspections

In accordance with Part Il of the Verification Annex, Bulgé@s designated one
Point of Entry (Sofia Airport) and informed the OPCW Technical r&adat
(hereinafter “the Secretariat”) of the Bulgarian standingodnaitic clearance number
for non-scheduled aircraft for the purpose of inspections.

The following Bulgarian plant sites are presently subjecatdpeictions according to
the Bulgarian declaration of anticipated activities for 2003 and the dectacditpast
activities for 2002:

(@) two facilities consuming Schedule 2B chemicals;
(b) one facility producing a Schedule 3 chemical; and
(c) five facilities producing DOC/PSF-chemicals.

Since the entry into force of the Convention, five inspections hamecbeducted in
Bulgarian plant sites. These include two initial inspectiorSobedule 2 plant sites,
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one inspection of Schedule 3 plant site and two inspections in DO@BRStsites.
The inspection teams have been supported by national escort teamsll
inspections have been conducted without any substantial remarks.

Measures for Implementation of Article X (Assistance and Protection against
CW)

Bulgaria has two separate institutional programmes providingrédection against
chemical weapons and other toxic chemicals, which are carrieolyaie Civilian
Protection Agency and by the Ministry of Defense, respectively. Annual inflormat
on the national activities related to protective purposes in 2001 and 20@2dras
submitted by the Bulgarian Government in accordance with Articlpaxagraph 4
of the Convention, and the 2002 issue of the Declaration Handbook.

The Civilian Protection Agency annually updates the Programmrdoection of
the Civilian Population, which provides, inter alia, for training invajvindividual

and collective protection. Following the 11 September 2001 teraitastks in the
United States of America, the Civilian Protection Agency hageldped and
published an additional training programme for the protection of cilidian

population from biological and chemical terrorist acts.

The Ministry of Defense has developed its own programme for C\&ctout of the
armed forces of Bulgaria. The Military Medical Academy cartsluscientific
research for the protection of military personnel against attacks withdiosiicals.

In implementation of Article X, paragraph 7 (c), the National Autyhaf Bulgaria
has offered to provide, in response to an appeal by the OPCW, individiedtmet
equipment consisting of 1,000 sets of protective gas masks and 1,000f sets
protective clothes.

I nternational Cooper ation and Assistance

In 1998, the Bulgarian National Authority, in cooperation with the OP@@rical
Secretariat, organised in Sofia a regional symposium on the impiaioa of
Article X of the Convention.

In June 2000, the Ministry of Defense of Bulgaria, in cooperationtitOPCW
Technical Secretariat, organised in its Interoperability CemteBofia a national
course on the implementation of the Convention.

As a country having an association agreement with the European Whioh,has
recently been also invited to join the North Atlantic Treatgddisation (NATO),
Bulgaria contributes effectively to the efforts of the internatim@nmunity to
ensure the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Throughtitgal
efforts to implement the Convention and its participation in allviiets of the
OPCW, including as member of the Executive Council in the period 208y -
May 2003, Bulgaria continues to support the objectives of the Conventiangetat
the destruction and the non-proliferation of all chemical weapons on a global basis.
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