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NOTE BY THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE SIXTY-FIRST MEETING OF THE VALIDATION GROUP FOR
THE UPDATING OF THE OPCW CENTRAL ANALYTICAL DATABASE
8 —10 APRIL 2026

The Validation Group met from 8 to 10 April 2026 to discuss the evaluation of
analytical data for possible inclusion in the OPCW Central Analytical Database
(OCAD) and to consider matters related to this database. Mr Brian Mayer (United
States of America) served as the Chairperson of the meeting. The meeting was held in
a hybrid format, with some members attending in person and others joining via
videoconference. Meetings addressing data review were held in accordance with the
subgroup coordinators’ preferences.

Evaluators for the various analytical techniques examined newly submitted datasets and
reported their findings to the respective technique coordinators. The names of the
coordinators and the analytical technique for which each was responsible are listed in
the table below:

Mr Armando Alcaraz Infrared (IR) spectroscopy
(United States of America)
Mr Arkady Braun Mass spectrometry (MS)
(Russian Federation)
Mr Damian Magiera Nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy
(Germany)
Mr Marc-Michael Blum Gas chromatography (retention index) (GC(RI))
(Germany)

The Validation Group welcomed several new participants: Mr Keunhong Jeong
(Republic of Korea), Mr Mohana Krisha Reddy Mudiam (India), Mr Jithender Reddy
Gurrala (India), and Mr John Cort (United States of America). Their nominations had
been endorsed by their respective National Authorities. In addition, Mr Alex Danner
(Germany), Ms Allison Felter (United States of America), and Ms Jina Wu (China)
attended as observers.

The Validation Group continues to encourage nominations for membership from the
wider scientific community. Prospective members should possess recognised expertise
in analytical chemistry and need not be affiliated with an OPCW designated laboratory.
Nominations must be submitted by National Authorities and should include a
curriculum vitae that substantiates the nominee’s qualifications.

CS-2026-5501(E) distributed 11/05/2026 O O O



S/2524/2026
page 2

5.

The OPCW Laboratory provided an update on the status of the OCAD and informed
the Group of the Secretariat’s intention to distribute the evaluation of submitted data
across upcoming meetings to avoid placing undue burden on the subgroups.

The Group compared the current contents of the OCAD and the Validation Group
Working Database (VGWD) and determined that the minor differences (amounting to
approximately 300 additional datasets) did not justify maintaining two separate
databases. To streamline workflows, reduce administrative burden, and strengthen data
integrity, the Group agreed that consolidating these databases would provide a clearer
and more consistent foundation for future analytical work. The Group recommends that
the additional data contained in the VGWD be formally incorporated into the OCAD,
noting that these data would support continued growth of the database without
compromising analytical rigour. To support the inclusion of non-scheduled chemicals
in the OCAD, the Group established three new classifications: compounds related to
Lewisites (NDP-L), compounds related to Schedule 2 chemicals (NDP-2), and
compounds related to Schedule 3 chemicals (NDP-3). These classifications are
intended to apply exclusively to non-scheduled chemicals that may be included in
OPCW on-site databases. Two additional categories were proposed: non-scheduled
chemicals derivatised with derivatisation agents not approved for on-site missions
(NSX) and old chemical weapons and related chemicals (OCW). These categories,
as well as the existing DSX category (scheduled chemicals derivatised with
derivatisation agents not approved for on-site missions) will not be available as
additional subcategories for on-site databases used during on-site inspections. By
incorporating the additional data into the OCAD, the VGWD would no longer be
maintained or released. The Group concluded that this consolidation recommendation
is consistent with broader OPCW goals to sustain standardisation, transparency, and
long-term maintainability of its core database.

To clarify outcomes described in paragraph 6, the table below outlines the categories
for compounds that are not scheduled but are relevant to the Chemical Weapons
Convention (the Convention).

Schedule Explanation

Available in the
On-Site Database

Scheduled chemicals derivatised with approved

DS derivatisation agents Yes
NS Non-scheduled chemicals Yes
Non-scheduled chemicals derivatised with derivatisation
NSX . L No
agents not approved for on-site missions
Scheduled chemicals derivatised with derivatisation
DSX No

agents not approved for on-site missions

oCcw Old chemical weapons and related chemicals No
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The table below summarises the classifications used for non-scheduled chemicals (NS)
that may be approved for on-site missions.

Classification Explanation

FP11

Non-scheduled chemicals required to remove false positives in
Schedule 2.B.11 inspections

FP12

Non-scheduled chemicals required to remove false positives in
Schedule 2.B.12 inspections

NDP-G

Non-scheduled degradation products or known synthesis impurities or
by-products related to Schedules 1.A.01 or 1.A.02

NDP-V

Non-scheduled degradation products or known synthesis impurities or
by-products related to Schedule 1.A.03

NDP-H

Non-scheduled degradation products or known synthesis impurities or
by-products related to Schedule 1.A.04

NDP-L

Non-scheduled degradation products or known synthesis impurities or
by-products related to Schedule 1.A.05

NDP-N

Non-scheduled precursors or degradation products or known synthesis
impurities or by-products related to Schedules 1.A.13, 1.A.14, or 1.A.15

NDP-2

Non-scheduled degradation products or known synthesis impurities or
by-products related to Schedule 2

NDP-3

Non-scheduled degradation products or known synthesis impurities or
by-products related to Schedule 3

RCA Riot control agents

10.

11.

12.

The Group reviewed approximately 100 previously postponed datasets. Most were
rejected for a range of technical reasons, while those meeting the required standards
were accepted and recommended for inclusion into the OCAD.

The Group also examined around 50 analogues of the riot control agent CS. It was
determined that the associated data should not be pursued further for inclusion in
the OCAD or the VGWD, as the information was already available through the NIST
Mass Spectral Library. This decision was discussed with the submitting laboratory,
which agreed.

The Chairperson summarised progress made in updating the document entitled
“Procedures for the Evaluation of Data to Be Included in the OPCW Central Analytical
Database”. Subgroups continued to work on refining submission requirement checklists
and evaluation criteria and undertaking a comprehensive review of the text of the
document. A revision will be provided to subgroup coordinators and members
by 31 May 2026 for additional input, with the aim of finalising the document by
15 August 2026.

The Modernisation Temporary Working Subgroup is seeking membership from within
the current Validation Group. The Chairperson will contact members during the week
following the meeting to solicit expressions of interest. Membership is expected to be
confirmed by 31 May 2026 and to include at least one representative from each of the
four technique-specific subgroups.
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13.  The Group considered whether to establish limits on the period during which postponed
data may remain pending before rejection. It was agreed that corrections must normally
be received within one year. Exceptions to this rule may be granted but must be
coordinated with and approved by the Group or the OPCW Laboratory. For GC(RI)
data postponed due to the absence of comparative data, such datasets may remain
postponed indefinitely to allow time for the generation and submission of additional
supporting data. The OPCW Laboratory will inform submitting laboratories of these
requirements and needs.

14. Several issues related to chemical-naming rules were discussed. These matters will be
incorporated into the revision of the “Protocol for naming compounds in the OPCW
Central Analytical Database”.

15. The coordinators provided evaluation summaries of the data submitted to the Validation
Group for discussion at the meeting. The evaluators finalised their evaluation and
confirmed that the datasets recommended for inclusion met the necessary technical
standards.

16.  Annex 1 to this Note lists the sets of validated analytical data on scheduled chemicals
recommended for inclusion in the OCAD. Annex 2 lists validated analytical data for
non-scheduled chemicals relevant to the Convention recommended for inclusion in
the OCAD. Annex 3 provides the current membership of the Validation Group.

17. The Group requests that all analytical datasets intended for review be submitted at least
six weeks in advance of the next meeting, which is proposed to take place
on 2 and 3 September 2026 at the OPCW Centre for Chemistry and Technology
(ChemTech Centre). The evaluators agreed to provide their evaluation reports to the
relevant coordinators no later than 20 August 2026 and to prepare for the finalisation
of remaining evaluations during the meeting. Virtual participation will remain available
for evaluators unable to travel to the ChemTech Centre.

Annexes:

Annex 1: Lists of Approved Data on Scheduled Chemicals Recommended for Inclusion
in the OPCW Central Analytical Database

Annex 2: Lists of Approved Data on Non-scheduled Chemicals Relevant to the Chemical
Weapons Convention and Recommended for Inclusion in the OPCW Central
Analytical Database

Annex 3: List of Members of the Validation Group
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