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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION — CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

STATEMENT BY H.E. AMBASSADOR AMMAR HIJAZI, PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE STATE OF PALESTINE TO THE OPCW, AT THE 111th
SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL UNDER AGENDA ITEM 5 - GENERAL
DEBATE

The Hague, 10-13 March 2026

Mr. Chairperson,

The State of Palestine expresses its full support for the statement delivered by the Republic of
Uganda in its capacity as Chair of the Non-Aligned Movement and China, States Parties to the
Chemical Weapons Convention. The State of Palestine once again reaffirms its commitment to
achieving the complete disarmament of all chemical weapons and weapons of mass destruction,
as well as the full, effective, and non-discriminatory implementation of the Convention.

Mr. Chairperson,

We meet today at a time when our world is facing unprecedented challenges, in which the
international rules-based order is subjected to a serious threat, accompanied by an escalation in
the intensity and expansion of conflicts and wars, together with grave violations of international
law and the Charter of the United Nations. At the same time, there is a complete inability on the
part of the international community to confront these developments due to the spread of the
phenomenon of exceptionality and the application of double standards, reaching the point where
some openly call for prioritizing geopolitical and narrow interests over international law under
the banner of adopting “a more realistic and interest-based foreign policy.” This comes in the
wake of the international community’s glaring failure to deal with the successive crises in our
world in accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations, foremost
among them the failure to stop the war of genocide and the crimes of racial discrimination and
colonialism waged by Israel, the illegal occupying Power, against the Palestinian people over
decades.

What is required today, more than ever, is that States assume their full responsibilities in
defending the international rules-based order, including within the framework of the work of our
Organization. In this regard, we recall that we have on several occasions in the past called for
verification of the Israeli occupation’s use of white phosphorus — specifically its chemical
properties — against civilians in an unlawful manner, which continues to be used even now as
we speak in Lebanon, without receiving any response. At the same time, we have pointed to
Israel’s use, as the occupying Power, of riot control agents as a method of warfare, effectively
transforming them into chemical weapons — an ongoing violation that we have warned about in
previous communications. However, some have chosen to turn a blind eye and to focus only on
other incidents that align with their narrow interests.

In this regard, and in order to preserve the credibility of the Organization, the State of Palestine
renews its urgent call upon the Executive Council and the Technical Secretariat of the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons to fulfill their obligations and to take the
necessary measures under the Convention, as appropriate, to monitor the situation and



investigate incidents in which clear violations of the Convention have occurred — such as those
we have mentioned — including through conducting a field visit by the Technical Secretariat to
the Occupied Palestinian Territory and providing technical assistance, in accordance with Article
V11, paragraph 38(e), of the Chemical Weapons Convention. Continued delay without
justification is unacceptable. This urgent matter cannot be postponed until the gap in national
capacity-building is addressed.

Mr. Chairperson,

The catastrophic situation in Palestine is not confined to its borders or to its suffering; rather, it is
a harbinger of what may become normalized if we surrender to despair or yield to fear.
International organizations such as the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
bear a critical responsibility to ensure the comprehensive application of international law,
including the implementation of the provisions of the Chemical Weapons Convention — without
exceptions and without excuses. Adherence to international legal frameworks is not optional, and
we bear the responsibility of ensuring that it is not selective. The normalization of impunity
constitutes a threat that humanity cannot live with.

» We request that this statement be adopted as an official document of this meeting and published
on the Organization’s public website and the Catalyst platform.



