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STATE OF PALESTINE

STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF THE STATE OF PALESTINE
TO THE OPCW AT THE THRITIETH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE
OF THE STATES PARTIES AGENDA ITEM 8.6 IN EXERCISE OF THE
RIGHT OF REPLY
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Unofficial Translation
Chairperson,

Israel, the occupying power, which possesses all types of weapons of mass destruction,
continues to do so without causing any concern to the many states that claim to be worried about
other countries possessing such weapons and take measures against them, while they overlook
the Israeli occupation, despite the fact that it is an illegal occupying power that carries out
continuous aggression against the Palestinian people as well as against the countries of the
region. This raises a serious question regarding the extent of these states’ commitment to the
universality of the Convention, as well as their selective implementation of it.

In this regard, the occupying authorities continue to use their illegal settlements,
established on the occupied Palestinian land, as unlawful industrial zones, including factories
producing chemical materials that directly affect the lives and health of our people. Here, it is
necessary to point out the importance of ensuring that states refrain from dealing with or
supporting these factories, as this constitutes a violation of international law, of the Convention,
and of the rights of a State Party—namely, the State of Palestine—and it encourages continued
escalation.

Claiming to support the Convention is not limited to delivering speeches and statements
intended to give the impression of support for the Convention; rather, the spirit and letter of the
Convention must be respected, and states that violate it and do not cooperate with it must be held
accountable, instead of applying double standards or unfairly pressuring the States Parties.

In conclusion, we affirm that signing the Convention without acceding to it must not
provide a cover or grant free rights to a party that is not subject to any obligations.

e We request that this statement be adopted as an official document of the proceedings of
this conference, and that it be published on the Organization’s public website and on the
Catalyst platform.



