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STATE OF PALESTINE

STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF THE STATE OF PALESTINE
TO THE OPCW AT THE THRITIETH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE
OF THE STATES PARTIES ON AGENDA IETEM SEVENTEEN
FOSTERING OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR PEACEFUL
PURPOSES IN THE FIELD OF CHEMICAL ACTIVITIES
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Unofficial Translation

Paragraph 11 of the Chemical Weapons Convention stipulates the promotion of
international cooperation among States Parties in peaceful fields related to chemistry, with the aim
of supporting economic and technological development and building national capacities. This
cooperation is considered an essential element in achieving the Convention’s balance between
security and development, as it ensures that states—especially developing ones—are able to
benefit from chemical sciences and technologies for legitimate purposes, such as industry,
research, health, and agriculture, while strictly ensuring that these technologies are not converted
to prohibited uses.

This cooperation also encourages the exchange of expertise, the development of
infrastructure, and the training of personnel, which enhances transparency and mutual confidence
among States Parties, and strengthens the global chemical weapons prohibition regime in a
comprehensive and equitable manner.

The State of Palestine affirms that Article X1 of the Chemical Weapons Convention
constitutes one of the fundamental pillars for achieving the objectives of the Convention, and
stresses the importance of its full, effective, and non-discriminatory implementation, in a way that
promotes the economic and technological development of States Parties and supports international
cooperation in the peaceful uses of chemistry, as well as the exchange of scientific and technical
information and equipment without any restrictions that may obstruct this goal.

The State of Palestine also affirms the necessity of enhancing the transfer of technologies
and equipment for peaceful purposes, and rejects any discriminatory measures or unilateral actions
that contradict the spirit of the Convention and undermine confidence among States Parties. It
further considers that the annual workshop for the review and evaluation of Article XI represents
an important platform for developing practical proposals, and calls for the inclusion of its outcomes
in the official reports of the relevant bodies, in addition to requesting the Technical Secretariat to
provide a comprehensive report on the gaps and challenges that continue to hinder the full
implementation of the decision adopted in 2011 related to Article XI.

The State of Palestine also stresses the need to allocate sufficient, permanent financial,
technical, and human resources to support international cooperation programs, especially in
developing countries, in a way that takes into account their needs and challenges. It also expresses
its concern over the transfer of large amounts from the international cooperation and assistance
program in recent years, and affirms that this program is a fundamental pillar of the Convention
and that the balance of its allocated funding must be preserved.

Finally, the State of Palestine calls on all States Parties and the Technical Secretariat to
work jointly to achieve the full and effective implementation of international cooperation and
assistance programs, including achieving balance in budgets, accelerating the delivery of programs
to developing countries, and establishing a special fund for international cooperation activities
funded by multiple sources, including unspent funds and financial surpluses.



