


72,304 

metric tonnes of 
Category 1 and 2 

chemical weapons



417,833 

items of Category 3 
chemical weapons



Our work is not over
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Syria
Old chemical weapons
Abandoned chemical weapons
Non-State actors
Chemical terrorism
Four countries yet to join the 
Convention



Summary

All chemical weapons must be destroyed using a verifiable destruction 
method. This method must be irreversible and destroy declared chemical 
weapons in a safe and environmentally friendly way.

Destruction methods can be classed as either high- or low-temperature 
methods. High-temperature processes include incineration and detonation 
chambers, while low-temperature processes are based on neutralisation 
reactions. Both methods require secondary treatment for complete 
detoxification of the chemical warfare agents.

Although 100% of declared stockpiles have been verifiably destroyed, the 
destruction of old and abandoned chemical weapons continues.
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