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In my statement, | will try to depart from the traditional stylings that we are
accustomed to hearing in these meetings. The motivation of all States that have
joined this Convention has been to eliminate an entire category of weapons of mass
destruction, and all States Parties have long called on the Organization, as the
implementing body of the Convention, for the faithful, impartial and non-

discriminatory implementation of what the Convention stipulates.

The Syrian experience, and later the Russian one, and before them Jose
Boustani’s, has become conclusive evidence of how some Western countries have
worked to politicize the work of this Organization and divert it from the goals for
which it was established. There is so much evidence that there is not enough time

to list it in this forum.

I will speak from our experience with the Organization. On the Executive
Council's agenda is a separate item dedicated to the Syrian chemical file. The
question is for all States Parties, the Technical Secretariat, and for H.E. The
Director General, why is the Syrian side not given sufficient time to explain its
point of view regarding the issues related to this file? Why are some trying to

silence Syria and prevent it from explaining its position?



The answer for us is crystal clear. There are countries that are used to
dictating and imposing only, and refuse to hear any opinion that contradicts their
goals and does not serve their political agendas, even if that is translated through
direct aggression against the sovereignty of other countries, in a manner that
violates international law, the Charter of the United Nations and the provisions of

the Chemical Weapons Convention.

| have conveyed what happened with my delegation during the “Classified
Briefing Session” which took place on February 29" to the attention of the
Director-General of the Organization, who from his side, confirmed that the
Technical Secretariat deals with all State Parties on an equal footing and without
discrimination. We hope that this will be faithfully implemented on the ground, in

accordance with Paragraph 46 of Article Eight of the Convention.

The United States of America and some Western countries have turned the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons into an arena for settling
their aggressive, colonialist and geopolitical scores with some State Parties. The
independence of this Organization is at stake, and we say very clearly that it has
become clear that the OPCW is no longer qualified to achieve its purpose in light
of this reality, and it has become difficult to restore its credibility and carry out the

tasks assigned to it.



The Organization is currently facing a credibility crisis, as a result of political
interference by Western countries, disagreements, polarization, and the divisions
within it. The best example of this is the politicized resolution that was adopted by
voting at the 28" Session of the Conference of States Parties. This was a very
controversial decision that did not reflect the will of the majority of States Parties
to the Chemical Weapons Convention, but rather the will of only 69 States out of
193. This decision, which contradicts with the Organization’s mandate, and was
built on fabrications, lies, deception, misinformation, and false and baseless
accusations, represents another dangerous step towards this Organization losing its
credibility. This voting result indicates that more than Two-Thirds of the States
who are party to the Convention reject this destructive Western approach and
behavior. What is happening in the OPCW reminds us of what happened three
decades ago in Irag, and other places in the world, and there is much evidence to
this. Further evidence of this is how, in a recent step, some Western countries
worked to exclude the Russian Federation from membership in the Executive
Council, in a manner that violates what the Convention stipulates in sub-paragraph

(C) 23 of Article Eight.

In light of what is taking place in Palestine of genocide and crimes against
humanity, we affirm our support for the request of the State of Palestine to

investigate incidents of the use of chemical weapons in Gaza against the



Palestinian people who are suffering under Israeli occupation. We call on the
Technical Secretariat not to deal with double standards, especially since the
Technical Secretariat has asked the Palestinian side to provide evidence, and has
stated that the security situation does not allow for the investigation requested by
the State of Palestine. On the other hand, did the investigation teams of the
Technical Secretariat ever visit the sites of the alleged incidents in Syria? The
answer is no. For your information only, in all the reports issued by the
Organization regarding alleged incidents in Syria, the Organization’s teams did not
visit the sites of those incidents at all. We recall this information so that it may go

down in history, for the sake of all of us.

Thank you, and | kindly request that this statement be considered an official
document of the 105th Session of the Executive Council, and published on the

General OPCW Website and Catalyst.
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