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Mr. Chairperson,

We would like to thank the delegates of Germany and Ecuador for the
effort they made to prepare this paper on the participation of Civil Society
Organizations in the work of the Conferences of States Parties of the
Organization.

My delegation supports the participation of Civil Society Organizations in
the work of these conferences of States Parties, within the procedures of
openness and transparency adopted by the OPCW. The term “Civil Society
Organizations” is broad and loose, and includes a wide range of federations and
groupings related to the Organization's work and goals. We believe that it is
necessary to differentiate between Civil Society organizations, such as academia
and the Chemical Industries Union, which provide important added value to the
Organization, and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), some of which
did not provide any added value or purpose to the Organization. We have many
examples of some NGOs whose activities are not consistent with the nature of
the Organization's work, and some of them are fictitious Organizations that only
exist on websites on the Internet. Most important of all is that some of these
NGOs implement political agendas that have nothing to do with the work of the

organization, but rather serve the political agendas of some countries only.
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Another type of these Organizations is the ones that constitute an arm of terrorist
organizations listed on the UN Security Council's lists as terrorist entities. Many
scandals and documents have spread about attempts by some countries to invest
some of these Non-Governmental Organizations in a political role that harms the

interests of other countries.

All states parties agreed at the Third Review Conference in April 2013, on a
number of rules and guidelines regarding the presence and participation of
NGOs, and these measures have been implemented smoothly over the past ten
years. These rules and principles have proven their effectiveness and contributed
to respecting and preserving the sovereign decisions of States Parties.
Considering that Conferences are for States Parties, states have the right to
decide which of these Organizations is invited to attend and participate.

My delegation joins other delegations that have called for maintaining the
applicable rules for the participation of NGOs, as they serve the interests of the

Organization and the majority of States parties.

Thank you and | hope that this statement will be considered an official
document of the 105" Session of the Executive Council, and published on

the OPCW website and Catalyst.
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