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Mr. Chairperson,

Allow me at the outset to extend to His Excellency Ambassador Lucien
Fatu, Permanent Representative of Romania to the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, my best wishes for his success in conducting
the work of this session. We also thank His Excellency Ambassador Ziyad Al-
Attiyah, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, for his wise
and capable leadership of the Executive Council during the past year.
My delegation associates itself with the statement of the Non-Aligned
Movement and China that are Parties to the Convention, delivered on their

behalf by the representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan at this session.

Mr. Chairperson,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Based on its firm belief that the Chemical Weapons Convention
constitutes one of the most important international agreements that works to rid
the world of a whole category of weapons of mass destruction, Syria has
acceded to this Convention and implemented all its obligations with honesty and
credibility, during a record time, under very difficult circumstances that never
been witnessed by any other state party to this Convention. Syria has always
affirmed its categorical rejection of the use of chemical weapons by any party,

under any circumstances, and in any place.

Since 2018, the OPCW has suffered from a serious deviation in its work,
and today it suffers from polarization and sharp divisions that it has not
witnessed before, as a result of attempts by some Western countries to use the

organization as a tool to achieve political agendas that have nothing to do with
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the goals and purposes of this Convention. The best evidence of this is the
inability to reach a final document during the work of the Fifth Review
Conference (2023), as some Western countries tried to impose their agendas and
pass ideas that clearly and explicitly contradict the provisions of the Convention,
and even make false and unfounded accusations against other States Parties, and
they practiced extremism and did not accept the just amendments presented by
some countries keen to faithfully implement the provisions of the Convention.
Syria hopes that these countries will move away from this destructive approach
to the organization, and to prioritize cooperation and the full, effective and non-

discriminatory implementation of the provisions of the Convention.

Mr. Chairperson,

Some Western countries have worked to involve this technical
Organization again with geopolitical and security issues of a regional and
international nature. This is clearly demonstrated in how those countries use
The Policy Making Organs in the OPCW to make false accusations against The
Russian Federation in regards to the Russian special military operation in
Ukraine. In this context, Syria supports Russia's right to defend itself and protect
its national security in response to aggressive Western policies. Syria's position
in support of the Russian special military operation in Ukraine was and will
remain based on well-established political, moral and legal considerations and

principles.

Mr. Chairperson,

The Syrian Arab Republic has faced a historically unprecedented
campaign of skepticism and false accusations of non-cooperation with the
OPCW and its technical secretariat. The behavior of these countries flagrantly

contradicts the provisions of the Convention, the principles of international law
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and the Charter of the United Nations, and is nothing but an attempt to use the
Organization and the remaining technical aspects of the Syrian chemical file to
serve its hostile political purposes against Syria. Despite all this, Syria continued

its full positive cooperation with the Organization and its teams.

Mr. Chairperson,

The Syrian Arab Republic, along with many countries, has expressed, on
more than one occasion, objective observations regarding the work of the Fact-
Finding Mission (FFM), and despite all that, Syria cooperated with the teams of
this mission and provided them with all the facilitations required for the success
of their missions. This mission's bias, unprofessionalism, and falsification of
facts have been proven in more than one report it has issued so far. Syria calls
on the mission to overcome the shortcomings related to the approach and
methods of its work, to respect the provisions of the Convention, and to adhere
to the professional standards and terms of reference that were agreed upon with
Syria. Perhaps the report of the FFM issued on June 28, 2023, on the two
incidents of “Khirbet al-Masasneh”, and the denial of the use of chemical
weapons in those two incidents, is the best evidence of the obvious defects in the
work of the team of this mission. Syria has provided all the required
information, documents and witnesses to the mission’s team for more than a
year. At a time when this mission relied in its investigations on fabricated
information from unreliable open sources, it did not visit the sites of most of the
incidents and did not personally collect environmental and biological samples,

instead terrorist groups constituted a primary source of its information.

As for the Declaration Assessment Team (DAT), which was established at
Syria's request to help it prepare its initial declaration, Western countries have

worked to distort the work of this team and turn it into an additional tool to exert



pressure on Syria, despite Syria's commitment to an organized dialogue with this
team and providing all the facilitations required for the success of its missions
and ending the remaining outstanding technical issues, and the best proof of that
is the full cooperation with this team during Twenty-Four rounds of
consultations. The technical secretariat of the Organization still refuses to hold
the Twenty-Fifth round of consultations by imposing conditions not stipulated in
the Convention and invoking non-objective pretexts in a precedent that the

Organization has not witnessed before.

Mr. Chairperson,

The Syrian Arab Republic still maintains its firm position on the
Investigation and ldentification Team (IIT) that lacks legitimacy, which was
given a mandate that contradicts the provisions of the Convention. Therefore,
Syria, along with other countries, does not recognize the legitimacy of this team
and its work and rejects any outputs issued or those that will be issued by it in
the future. Based on its respect, compliance and commitment to the provisions

of the Chemical Weapons Convention.

Mr. Chairperson,

At the beginning of June 2023, the "Berlin 21 Group" circulated to the
Technical secretariat, The Director general, many missions accredited to the
organization as well as the representatives of some geographical groups, a letter
of great importance, accompanied by a detailed report, which includes a review
of the investigations conducted by the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons into the alleged “Douma” incident (April 7, 2018). The
report, which was prepared by many experts recognized for their knowledge,
experience, integrity and objectivity, explains how scientific evidence was
manipulated by the OPCW and replicated by the Investigation and ldentification
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Team regarding this alleged incident. The report concluded that the conclusions
of the so-called IIT were based on a clearly flawed analysis. Syria regrets the
Technical Secretariat's refusal to deal with these scientific and objective
observations and reports. The silence and refusal of the Technical Secretariat is
the most serious evidence of bias and violation of the Technical Secretariat's
mandate. Accordingly, Syria calls on all States Parties and the United Nations to
assume their responsibilities to preserve the independence and credibility of the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and its future, and not to
allow the United States of America and a group of Western countries to
politicize its work and use it as a tool to achieve its political goals and continue

to exert pressure and aggression against Syria.

Mr. Chairperson,

The expansion of chemical terrorist threats constitutes a serious threat to
international peace and security, and no country is immune from this serious
threat. In this context, the Syrian Arab Republic confirms that the behavior of
some state parties, in covering up the crimes and practices of terrorist groups in
Syria, and ignoring the documented information provided by Syria in this field,
has encouraged those terrorists to commit more heinous crimes against Syrian

citizens, including the use of toxic substances over the past nine years.

Mr. Chairperson,

Syria affirms that achieving the universality of the Chemical Weapons
Convention represents a very important step in ensuring the establishment of an
effective global regime against chemical weapons. However, this will not be
achieved without obligating Israel, which possesses a huge arsenal of all kinds

of weapons of mass destruction, including chemical weapons, to accede to this



agreement and place its nuclear, chemical and biological weapons under

international control.

Mr. Chairperson,

Syria calls for international cooperation to confront the illegal restrictions
imposed by some well-known countries on the transfer of scientific technology
for peaceful purposes to developing countries, and to subject them to unilateral
illegal coercive measures against some other countries, with the aim of
preventing them from achieving economic and scientific development for their
people, and preventing them from using chemistry for peaceful purposes. In
clear violation of the provisions of the Convention and international law. In this
context, Syria categorically rejects the unilateral coercive measures imposed by
the United States of America and some Western countries against Syria, in clear
and flagrant violation of the provisions of Article 11 of the Chemical Weapons
Convention, the principles of international law and the Charter of the United

Nations. Syria calls on those countries to stop this immoral and inhumane

policy.

Thank you, and please consider this statement as an official document of
the 103" session of the Executive Council, and publish it on the public and
catalyst websites of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical

Weapons.
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