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Unofficial Translation

Mr. Chairperson,

We have studied the draft report of the Technical Secretariat on the
implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention in 2022. In this regard,
we note the following:

Firstly - This report did not stray far from the other reports issued by the
Technical Secretariat, where words are manipulated and insinuations are made
to accuse Syria of not cooperating or that it is hiding chemical weapons. The
best evidence of this is paragraph 1-29 of the report, which indicates the
existence of 20 outstanding issues, and | quote: “in essence large quantities of
chemical agents and chemical munitions that may not have been declared or
verified”, end of quote, this directs false accusations against Syria in a clear and
explicit manner, in addition to omitting any Syrian cooperation with the
Technical Secretariat and not addressing it. In paragraph 1-34 of the report, the
Director General refers to the ninth round of inspection of the Scientific Studies
and Research Center (SSRC) without addressing what was stated in the
conclusions of the inspection team's report, because it talked about Syria's
cooperation and the absence of any activities that contradict the provisions of the
Convention.

Secondly - Despite the observations of many countries, including Syria, about
the violation of the provisions of the Convention through the establishment of
the so-called Investigation and Identification Team (IIT), and despite the
objections of those countries to including information about the activities of this
team in previous reports, the Director General insists on addressing the work of
this illegal team as stated in paragraphs 1-37 to 139. Assigning responsibility is
inconsistent with the technical nature of this Organization, and it is inconsistent
with the provisions of the Convention and with the powers of the UN Security
Council.

Thirdly - Despite all the concerns that have been raised by many countries
about the Memorandum of Understanding concluded between the Organization
and the independent, impartial international mechanism, regarding access to
information and evidence, its storage and handling, and the transfer of
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information by the 11T and the FFM of information on alleged incidents in Syria
to the International Impartial and Independent Mechanism(111M) , which clearly
and explicitly violates the provisions of the Convention. The technical
secretariat continues with the approach that violates the rules of confidentiality,
as the secretariat exceeded the mandate of the Organization when it signed a
memorandum of understanding with the (11IM) of the United Nations. This
constitutes a violation of paragraph 34 of Article /8/, and the Convention does
not provide for direct contact between the Organization and the United Nations
bodies and the transfer of protected data without the consent of the concerned
country and without observing the confidentiality annex.

Fourthly - The technical secretariat must be keen that its reports on its work and
the extent of compliance with the provisions of the Convention for previous
periods should be adopted unanimously by all countries, and not by voting as
they have been for the last three years.

Fifthly - Syria appeals to all state parties and the technical secretariat of the
organization to strictly adhere to the provisions of the Convention and to take
into account the concerns of many countries and to stop committing these
flagrant violations of the provisions of the Convention, and thus delete these
paragraphs from the draft of this report.

Thank you, and please consider this statement as an official document of the
103" session of the Executive Council, and publish it on the public and
catalyst websites of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons.



