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Unofficial Translation

Mr. Chairperson,

Firstly - with regard to the reports of the Director General

We have followed with great attention what was stated in the monthly reports of
the Director General numbered: 114, 115, 116, and 117. The manner of drafting
these reports and the intended insinuations are all meant to show Syria as a non-
cooperative state party, and that the work of the secretariat is still facing obstacles
as a result of the non-compliance of Syria with its obligations related to the
declaration and in its cooperation with the Organization, and in this context we
clarify the following:

1- There is complete disregard by the Director General in these reports of any
Syrian cooperation with the Technical Secretariat. Rather, there is an absence
and denial of this cooperation in the reports of the Technical Secretariat.

2- The Technical Secretariat is setting non-objective and unfamiliar
conditions for holding the 25th round of consultations, and keeps rejecting the
repeated requests from Syria to hold this round as soon as possible. One of the
peculiar instances of the Organization’s work is requesting Syria, according to the
decision of the 94th session of the Executive Council, and the decision of the 25th
session of the Conference of the States Parties, is to declare chemical weapons,
production and storage facilities and means of delivery of chemical weapons which
Syria does not possess.

3- The technical secretariat's non-objective reports, which constitute a
deviation from the mandate entrusted to it under the Convention, formed the
ground and pretext for what has essentially turned into a campaign of making false
accusations and political incitement by some Western countries against Syria.

Secondly, regarding the Syrian monthly reports

Syria has persevered in providing the Technical Secretariat and through it
to the States Parties, with five monthly reports, between March 2023 and July



2023, in which Syria clarified a lot of important information and corrected many of
the non-objective information in the reports of the Director General.

Thirdly - Regarding the Director General's report on the work of the DAT

This report contains a lot of subjective information and false accusations,
on which many well-known countries have built false accusations against Syria in
a pre-emptive and non-objective manner. Syria reaffirms that it will continue its
constructive approach and unprecedented cooperation with the Technical
Secretariat, and will remain committed to fulfilling its obligations, and is ready to
move forward, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, and through
structured and constructive dialogue.

Syria has called for a high-level meeting with the Technical Secretariat in
Beirut, which was held on 22" and 23™ of June. Many important issues were
discussed, and we hope that the results of this meeting will be built on in the
future.

Fourthly - Regarding the classified briefing session on the Syrian chemical file

The classified briefings have turned into another platform to suggest that
Syria is not cooperating, is not committed, and is obstructing the work of the
Technical Secretariat. The classified briefing on July 3™ included non-objective
rhetoric and language, aiming at accusing Syria of not cooperating with the
technical secretariat, especially what came in the Declaration Assessment Team’s
briefing. We say that it is time to deal objectively with what is required by the
provisions of the Convention and the principles of logic and reason, away from
politicization.

As for the fact-finding mission, Syria calls on the secretariat and the states
parties to correct the methodology of its work and the approach of this mission,
and oblige it to adhere to the provisions of the Convention, the verification annex
and the terms of reference agreed upon with Syria, with the need to take into
account the objective observations made by some state parties and external parties
that are keen on the Organization and its future, such as the Berlin21 Group and
other researchers, academics and experts, regarding some of the subjective reports

of this mission on various alleged incidents.
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We are surprised by what was stated in the statements of some Western
countries during the discussion of this item, which included false accusations that
have no basis at all, and fall within the framework of hostile political positions
against my country, Syria, and these positions are not new, as some of these
countries have carried out acts of direct and indirect aggression against Syria since
2011, and continues to carry out acts of aggression to this day. The statement of
one of those countries included fabrications and lies, in a manner contrary to what
was included in the reports and briefings of the Technical Secretariat, which we
confirmed to be biased and subjective. Syria provided the small team that visited in
January and April 2023 with all the needed facilitations and cooperated with it to
make its mission a success. The mission was able to carry out all its activities
without any obstacles, and it did not impose on this team the names of Syrian
officials to meet with them at all.

It is natural for the representatives of the United States of America, Britain
and France to mention the Duma incident (2018) more than once in their
statements, because it was these countries that carried out the aggression against
Syria, citing the Duma incident (2018), and these countries exerted a lot of
pressure to force the Fact-Finding Mission’s team, and the so-called Investigation
and Identification Team to falsely accuse the Syrian government of using chemical
weapons in their report on that fabricated incident.

Thank you, and please consider this statement as an official document of the
103" session of the Executive Council, and publish it on the public and
catalyst websites of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons.



