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Mr. Chairperson,

Firstly - with regard to the reports of the Director General

We have followed carefully and with interest what was stated in the monthly
reports of the Director General / No. 109, 110, 111, 112, 113 /. The manner of
drafting these reports and the intended insinuations are all trying to show Syria as
non-cooperative state party, and that the work of the Secretariat is still facing
obstacles due to Syria's failure to fulfill its obligations related to the declaration
and its obligations to cooperate with the Organization. | may not have enough time

to go into details, but I will reply briefly:

1- Those who are responsible for the obstruction of the continuation of holding the
rounds of consultations between the Declaration Assessment Team (DAT) and the
Syrian National Authority are the ones rejecting the repeated demands from Syria
to hold this round as soon as possible. They are also the ones who sets non-

objective conditions for a state party to hold this round.

2- Accusing Syria of not fulfilling its obligations is a general and vague accusation.
Has Syria not fulfilled its obligations with the recognition of the Organization? We
are still at the stage of consultations, and we have not reached the stage of
conclusions, but if the Director-General is referring to the decision of the 94"
Session of the Executive Council, and the decision of the 25" Session of the
Conference of the States Parties, then this is the question we pose to all the
members of the Council is: would Syria be required to announce production,
storage and delivery facilities for chemical weapons which it does not possess in

the first place?



3- The non-objective information and the escalation of accusations in the reports of
the Director General formed the ground and pretext for the accusations coming
from well-known countries against Syria, and turned into an essential part of the
campaign of incitement against Syria, and material for accusing Syria of not

cooperating with the Technical Secretariat.

4- This approach has not been experienced by the Organization before, and it
represents a departure from the duties entrusted to the Director General by the
Convention, and we hope that he will be an honest and impartial party and that he
will not take sides or adopt a hostile position against a state party, as required by

his specific mandate under the Convention .
Secondly, regarding the Syrian monthly reports

Syria has persevered in providing the Technical Secretariat and through it to
the States Parties, with monthly reports. It has provided, between October 2022
and March 2023, five reports with numbers 108, 109, 110, 111, and 112. In each
monthly report, Syria clarifies a lot. It is important information, and it corrects
many of the non-objective information stated in the reports of the Director General
and the Technical Secretariat. We hope that the missions of the States parties have

seen the contents of these reports.

Thirdly - Regarding the Director General's report on the work of DAT

This report contains a number of subjective information and accusations,
similar to what was stated in the Director General's monthly reports, on which
many well-known countries have built false accusations against Syria in a pre-

emptive and non-objective manner.



Syria reaffirms that it will continue its constructive approach and
unprecedented cooperation with the Technical Secretariat, and will remain
committed to fulfilling its obligations, and is ready to move forward, in accordance
with the provisions of the Convention, and the principles of structured and
constructive dialogue. We declare that Syria is now ready to hold the 25" round of
consultations, and we hope that certain countries will stop making accusations and
conjecture as to discussions with the Technical Secretariat to instead encourage
Syria to continue cooperating with the Organization, and instead request the
Technical Secretariat to proceed immediately with holding the 25" round of
consultations and to stop setting pre-conditions for holding this round, and take

Syria's concerns and justified observations into consideration.

Finally, Syria calls on some Western countries to take its positive and
constructive positions and its course of full cooperation with the Organization into
consideration, and to stop turning the DAT and its reports into a tool for political

pressure and blackmail against Syria.

Fourthly - Regarding the classified briefing session on the Syrian chemical file

The classified briefings have turned into another platform to suggest that
Syria is not cooperating, is not committed, and is obstructing the work of the
Technical Secretariat. We say that it is time for us to deal objectively with what is
required by the provisions of the Convention and the basic principles of logic and
reason, away from politicization. What the Technical Secretariat did during the last
briefing session on March 8" by trying to silence Syria’s voice and not giving it
the right to defend itself and refute the fabrications and misleading information

contained in the report of the so-called illegal Investigation and Identification



Team on the alleged Douma incident (2018) is the best evidence one can give, on
the scale of politicization experienced by the Organization. It is new evidence of
the violations committed by the Technical Secretariat, under pressure from the
United States, and of the provisions of the Convention and the traditions and
customs in force in the official meetings of international Organizations, including
that of the OPCW.

Regarding the Eighth round of the inspection at the Center for Scientific Studies
and Research (SSRC) during September 2022, Syria regrets how its full
cooperation and the facilitations provided to this team was not addressed, even
though it was mentioned in the team's two reports issued in March 2023, where

the following was stated:

The inspection team was able to implement the objectives assigned to the
inspection, as a field tour was provided at the site, and this was followed by

the inspection of the buildings and areas chosen by the team.

- During the conduct of this inspection, the team did not observe any activities
inconsistent with the inspected State Party's obligations under the
Convention and any other relevant obligations, such as decisions of the
policy-making organs of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical

Weapons and resolutions of the United Nations Security Council.
- Issues requiring further attention: None.
- For uncertainties: none.

- Cooperation of the State Party: During the inspection, the State Party
provided assistance, access and support, including on administrative and
logistical issues, as requested by the inspection team. There was no delay

during the inspection period.



Does that not clearly demonstrate Syria's cooperation and commitment ? This is
for all the states parties. Could Syria be cooperating with one team and obstructing

the work of another team, as the Technical Secretariat claims?

Thank you and | request you to consider this statement as an official
document of the Hundred and Second Session of the Executive Council, and to
publish it on the public sites and Catalyst of the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons.
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