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Mr. Chairperson,

Syria has carried out all that is required of it by virtue of its accession to the
Convention under very difficult circumstances, and Syria has fully cooperated for
nine years, with the recognition of the Organization. This full cooperation is not
mentioned in the reports of the Technical Secretariat of the Organization, the
Director General and some of the states parties. It is rather ignored and instead, it
IS suggested through some formulations, that Syria is obstructing the work and not
cooperating with the OPCW. Indeed, some countries have come to direct explicit
accusations against Syria of non-compliance. The best proof of the validity of what
we say is what came in the opening statement of the Director General and the

general statements of some countries in this session.

With regard to the Declaration Assessment (DAT) and the rounds of
consultations, all that we have heard and read from the Secretariat and some
countries is anticipation of the final results of the consultations, and an attempt to
influence their results. We say to those, that the consultations are still ongoing, and

have not ended yet.

Regarding the 25" Round of Consultations, the Director General has stated,
that since April 2021, and I quote: “The efforts of the Technical Secretariat to hold

this round were not crowned with success” Also, "given the impossibility of



holding a full round of consultations at the present time". If one hears and reads
these words, without context and without knowing the details of the Syrian efforts
exerted to hold this round, will make the judgment that Syria is obstructing the
holding of this round. Syria has agreed to all proposals submitted by the Technical
Secretariat to hold this round in Damascus, The Hague and Beirut. Recently, Syria
agreed to the deployment what the Technical Secretariat called a "limited team" to
carry out limited activities in Syria. The members of this small team, as the
Director General indicated, are from the DAT. Syria provided this team with all
forms of cooperation and facilitation, and has expressed its firm desire to hold a
full round of consultations. However, this team, based on the instructions of the
Technical Secretariat and the Director General, confirmed that it would not hold a
full round of consultations unless Syria granted all members of this team the
required visas. This is a disruption and obstruction of holding of this round by the

Technical Secretariat. Can the Technical Secretariat not find other experts?

We have said previously that the Organization's work has been politicized
by well-known countries. This is not an accusation, it is a fact, and everyone who
attended the briefing knows it. My country's delegation was prevented from
speaking at the classified briefing held by the Secretariat on March 8" about
developments in the Syrian chemical file, as a result of pressure exerted by the
delegation of the United States of America on the Technical Secretariat. We are
told that what we can explain our position in the Executive Council meetings.
Attempting to silence the voice of a State Party is a serious situation that affects the
professionalism and integrity of the Technical Secretariat and its role as defined by
the Convention. It seems that the American delegation is trying to benefit from the

lesson of Irag, which was occupied, destroying its capabilities and killing millions



of its people under false pretexts. He is trying to justify the tripartite aggression
against Syria on April 14, 2018, by using an alleged report on a fabricated incident,
of Douma in 2018 We call on the United States of America and some Western
countries to stop exerting these pressures on the Technical Secretariat, to stop
politicizing the work of the Organization, and to correct the grave mistakes in its
work, the approach and methods of work of some of the non-professional teams of

the Organization and in violation of the provisions of the Convention.

Thank you and | request you to consider this statement as an official
document of the Hundred and Second Session of the Executive Council, and to
publish it on the public sites and Catalyst of the Organization for the

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
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