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The Statement of the Syrian Arab Republic within the framework of
the right of reply to a joint statement submitted by France and
another statement submitted by the European Union during The
27" Session of the Conference of the States Parties.

My delegation regrets what was stated in the joint statement read
by the representative of France, and the statement of the European
Union. The two statements fall within the framework of the
unprecedented campaign of skepticism and false accusations in the
history of this Organization launched by the United States and Western
countries against Syria.

Western countries continue in an approach that undermines the
work of the Organization to ban chemical weapons. The decisions
referred to in the two statements included documented gross violations
of the provisions of the Convention, and contributed to unprecedented
divisions within it, by resorting to imposing decisions by voting, far
from consensus.

It is natural for France to lead this campaign along with some
Western countries, particularly those that launched repeated aggressions
on Syrian territory, in 2017 and 2018, under the pretext of the Syrian
government's use of chemical weapons, even before those incidents were
investigated. Those countries have turned this Organization into a tool
for political manipulation that has diverted it from its technical and
professional nature, and thus its credibility.

Syria did not fail to destroy its chemical arsenal. Some of the
signatories to the above-mentioned statement, including some of the
European Union, are fully aware that the important part of the Syrian
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chemical arsenal has been destroyed by them. The rest is confirmed to
have been destroyed under the supervision and recognition of the
Organization since 2013 until now.

Both statements require Syria to cooperate with the Technical
Secretariat. Syria has not stopped its full cooperation with the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and its Technical
Secretariat and teams within the framework of implementing its
obligations, and we have explained in detail how Syria responded to all
the requests of the Technical Secretariat with regard to the Declaration
Assessment team (DAT), its cooperation and its keenness to hold the
25" round of consultations. The one obstructing holding this round is the
Technical Secretariat, not Syria. Anyone who says otherwise is certainly
either mistaken or has an aggressive political agenda against my country,
and we believe it’s the second.

All the decisions taken by the policy-making organs of the
Organization since 2018 were based on groundless allegations and
fabrications, the aim of which is to complete the multifaceted war
against my country, after those countries failed to overthrow the Syrian
state through direct and indirect war, despite their use of inhuman and
immoral means, including economic terrorism and unilateral coercive
measures against my country. Therefore, the Organization is witnessing
an unprecedented division and polarization that threatens its future.

The statement calls on us to implement the decision on Syria of the
94th session of the Executive Council. Can the requirements imposed by
this decision on Syria realistically be implemented? It was formulated in
a way that makes it impossible for Syria to implement, simply because it
does not possess any chemical weapons at all.

We have repeatedly said and asked questions to those who level
accusations and sponsor fabrications of the use of chemical weapons.
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What is Syria’s interest in using toxic substances or chlorine, for
example, that will lead to cases of difficulty in breathing for some
individuals, when it can use conventional defensive weapons in its war
against the terrorists who were supported by the United States of
America, Western countries, and other countries in the region, and at the
forefront of these are the countries that Worked on preparing these two
statements? Is the Syrian government really this naive? This question is
for everyone.

The question is what information are the statements of those
countries and the EU based on? All that has been said is just baseless
accusations. It seems that those countries did not read the documented
information that we included in our statements during the work of this
session, especially the general statement and the general debate item.

| thank you and | hope that this statement will be considered a
conference document and published on the OPCW external website
of and catalyst.
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