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Mr Chairperson,

I will add some thoughts to Syria's general statement which was published on
the Organization's websites:

Syria has implemented all that is required of it by its accession to the
Convention under very difficult conditions. For nine years, Syria has cooperated
fully, with the recognition of the Organization. This full cooperation is not
finding any place in the reports of the Technical Secretariat, the Director
General and some of the States Parties. Rather, it is ignored, and it is being
suggested through some formulations, that Syria is obstructing the work and not
cooperating with the Organization. Some countries have even come to direct and
explicit accusations against Syria of non-compliance. That is best qualified by
what was stated in the opening statement of the Director General and the general
statements of some countries in this session. My country asserts that this

approach must stop.

The question is what is the basis of some countries for these false
accusations? The answer is, they are based on politics, and not professional,
objective or moral basis. Time will not allow me to go into the details of the
false accusations or to respond to them in detail, but for those who say that Syria
does not cooperate, we ask, has the Technical Secretariat complained about
Syria's lack of cooperation for 9 years? Has Syria prevented any team of the
Organization or an employee of the Technical Secretariat from entering its
territory? The reality and the truth lay in Syria's full cooperation and affirmation
of its readiness to cooperate with the Organization, today and tomorrow. The
reality is that Syria has fulfilled all its obligations, and it is determined to

finalize this file.



As for the Declaration Assessment Team (DAT), and the many rounds of
consultations, in particular the 25" Round; all of what we have heard and read
from the Secretariat or from other countries is conjecture on the final results of
these consultations, and an attempt to influence their results. We say to them,
that the consultations are not over yet. Why make assumptions and accusations

about the results when the consultations are still ongoing?

If the intention of some Western countries behind ignoring and denying
Syria's cooperation is to force Syria to stop cooperating, then we say to them
that Syria's sovereign decision is constructive cooperation with the organization,
a decision which guarantees it its sovereign rights. | will give examples of these
latest forms of cooperation. The Secretariat agrees in the initial assessment that
during the months of August and September 2022, where two of its teams
visited, were all granted visas, and provided with all the possible facilitations for
the success of their missions. Another question | would like to pose: Have you
seen in any report of the Technical Secretariat or in the statements of some well-
known countries any reference to the full Syrian cooperation and facilitation
provided by Syria to the inspection team in its eighth tour of the Center for

Scientific Studies and Research, which took place in November 2021?

With regard to the high-level meeting between the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the Director-General, and with a goodwill gesture and out of its
keenness to hold this meeting, Syria submitted, on September 21, 2022, a
proposal to the Technical Secretariat to hold a preparatory meeting between
representatives of the Syrian National Authority and representatives of the
Technical Secretariat to discuss the necessary preparations for holding this
meeting, including the meeting’s agenda. The Secretariat responded with a Note

on the evening of September 30" , 2022, stressing the importance of
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communication and continued coordination between both focal points in order to

reach an agreement regarding the working agenda for the meeting.

Some countries have accused Syria of attacking the Secretariat and
obstruct its work. In their statements, they showed their concern for the
organization, its role, and its future. If these countries were really keen on
protecting the Organization, then they would stop politicizing its work. If we
feel that we need to direct some constructive and objective comments and
criticisms of the work of the technical secretariat and the Organization's teams, it
IS because of our concern for the future of this Organization in performing its

technical role, as defined by the Convention.

The party politicizing the Syrian chemical file is the one who can justify
aggression after the aggression against the Syrian people, and the one supporting
terrorism that has claimed the lives of thousands of Syrians and displaced a large
part of them, and is slandering Syria by saying that it still possesses chemical
weapons or prohibited chemical activities and that it has used chemical

weapons.

Thank you, and please consider this statement as an official document of
the 101st session of the Executive Council, and publish it on the public and
catalyst websites of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical

Weapons.
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