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Mr Chairperson,
Mr Director-General,
Distinguished delegates,

Please allow me, on behalf of the Cuban delegation, to begin by congratulating H.E. José
Antonio Zabalgoitia, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OPCW, on
his election as Chairperson of the Twenty-Fifth Session of the Conference of the States Parties.
We wish him success in overseeing our work.

The delegation of Cuba is taking the floor to call the attention of the delegations to the national
document submitted by Cuba under this agenda item, entitled “Difficulties and Obstacles
Facing Cuba for the Full Implementation of Article XI of the Chemical Weapons Convention”.

In this regard, 1 would like to touch on some of the elements contained in said document:

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) has an
important mandate in the promotion of the economic and technological progress
of the States Parties, especially those that are less developed. Within this context,
the Organisation and its States Parties have the important responsibility of
guaranteeing the full, effective, and non-discriminatory implementation of
Article XI.

The unilateral prohibitions and restrictions stemming from the embargo against
Cuba are clearly incompatible with the provisions of the Convention. It is the
obligation of the States Parties to achieve its object and purpose, including the
elimination of measures of this kind.

The embargo significantly limits and restricts the maintenance, sustainability,
development, and modernisation of the chemical industrial sector in our country.
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In the past year alone, this policy caused Cuba losses of approximately
5,570,300,000 dollars.

The document includes examples of losses resulting from the embargo policy in
the field of chemistry in Cuba between April 2019 and March 2020.

It is neither conceivable nor acceptable, and it is in contradiction of international
law, to limit, restrict, and prohibit, in many cases, the free exchange of chemicals,
and scientific and technical equipment and information in the field of chemistry
for peaceful purposes between Cuba and other States Parties, which constitutes,
without exception, the right of all.

The Cuban delegation calls once again for States Parties to take the measures
necessary to eliminate this policy in accordance with the provisions of Article XI
of the Convention.

| request that this statement be distributed as an official document of this Conference and
published on the OPCW’s external server and webpage.

Thank you.



