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UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

REQUEST FOR CIRCULATION OF A DOCUMENT
AT THE NINETY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The Permanent Representation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
to the OPCW has requested that a note verbale addressed to the Technical Secretariat, dated
18 October 2021, be circulated as an official document of the Ninety-Eighth Session of the
Executive Council.

Annex: Note Verbale No. 101/2021 from the Permanent Representation of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the OPCW Addressed to the Technical
Secretariat, Dated 18 October 2021

CS-2021-3171(E) distributed 18/10/2021 10000 A



EC-98/NAT.11
Annex
page 2

Annex

NOTE VERBALE NO. 101/2021 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATION OF
THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND TO
THE OPCW ADDRESSED TO THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT,

DATED 18 OCTOBER 2021

Note No. 101/2021

Her Britannic Majesty’s Permanent Representation to the Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) presents its complements to the Technical
Secretariat of the OPCW and has the honour to request it to convey to the Russian
Federation’s Permanent Representation to the OPCW, the following response to Note
Verbale No.44 received via the OPCW Technical Secretariat (NV/ODG-155/21) on"af'
October 2021. S

The United Kingdom recalls that it submitted Note Verbale
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declared with relation to Novichoks. The Russian Federation declared in 2017 that it

had completed the destruction of its stocks of chemical weapons.

The United Kingdom notes that while failing to answer the questions submitted by 45
states parties, the Russian Federation has attached several questions to its Note
Verbale No. 44, referring to Article IX, paragraph 2. i

The United Kingdom notes that the OPCW Technical Secretariat is not a State Party
to the Chemical Weapons Convention. There is no basis under Article IX, paragraph
2 for a state party to address questions to the Technical Secretariat.

The United Kingdom notes that the questions addressed by the Russian Federation '
to other states parties do not relate to the United Kingdom's obligations underthe

Convention.

The United Kingdom rejects the assertions made by
Verbale No. 44. The United Kingdom understands-
deflect Russian state responsibility for the :
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the replies the Federal Republic of Germany has given to the Russian Federation's
questions. The United Kingdom has nothing to add to those replies.

The United Kingdom recalls that the established facts of this case are:

i) Mr Navalny fell ill and received initial medical treatment, in the Russian
Federation. The Russian Federation had full access to the patient,
affording the opportunity to recover biomedical samples of the kind which
five separate laboratories used to establish the presence of a
cholinesterase inhibitor structurally similar to toxic chemicals added to the
Chemical Weapons Convention Schedules in 2019.

ii) The Russian Federation has still not accounted for how a chemical Al
weapon came to be used on its territory.

iii) The Russian Federation has stalled and effectively blocked the OPCW
Technical Secretariat from deploying a technical assistance visit. ;

iv)  The Russian Federation has failed to mvestngate the ponsonin‘g of

states.

The United Kingdom woul

British/E
The Hague

18 October
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