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Mr. Chairman,

Please allow me, on behalf of the Chinese delegation, to welcome you to chair another
session of the Executive Council. China is confident that you will fully draw upon your rich
diplomatic experience and skills, to improve the work and the atmosphere of the Council,
uphold the tradition of consensus-seeking among States Parties, and make this session a full
success. The Chinese delegation wishes to assure you and other delegations of its support and
cooperation to complete the proceedings of this session smoothly.

The Chinese delegation has noted the statement by the Director-General and reports by the
Vice-Chairpersons. This delegation associates itself with the statement delivered by H.E.
Mr. Fikrat Akhundov of Azerbaijan on behalf of the NAM CWC States Parties and China.
Here, please allow me to further elaborate China’s position on the following issues.

First, as an integral part of the international arms control and disarmament regime, the OPCW
plays an irreplaceable role in promoting the realization of “a world free of chemical
weapons”, fostering international cooperation in the chemical industry, and maintaining
international security and stability. However, it is worrying that the current atmosphere of
politicization in the Organization has adversely affected its normal operation. On September
21, at the Seventy-sixth Session of the United Nations General Assembly, China’s President
Xi Jinping called upon all countries to practice true multilateralism, safeguard the
international order underpinned by international law, reject small circles and zero-sum game,
and resolve differences and problems through dialogue and cooperation on the basis of
equality and mutual respect. These principles also apply to the OPCW. China calls on all
parties to return to our tradition of seeking consensus, make collective efforts to improve the
working atmosphere in the OPCW, and uphold the authority and effectiveness of the
Chemical Weapons Convention (hereinafter "the Convention") in earnest.



Second, the comprehensive and complete destruction of chemical weapons is the core
purpose and object of the Convention. China urges the only Possessor State to effectively
implement its Treaty obligations by completing the destruction within the timeframe
established by the relevant decision of the Conference of States Parties on the extension of
the deadline for CW destruction.

The destruction of abandoned chemical weapons (hereinafter "ACW") constitutes an
important component of the Convention, on which the realization of “a world free of
chemical weapons” hinges. The Covid-19 pandemic has posed serious challenges to the work
of Japanese ACW destruction. Against the backdrop, China endeavored to facilitate the
steady resumption of the destruction at Haerbaling. However , the overall destruction process
still lags far behind the schedule. China urges Japan to earnestly fulfil its obligations as an
Abandoning State by stepping up its inputs, to complete the destruction at its soonest, and
properly address such prominent issues as the contaminated soil. China will continue its
cooperation with Japan and the Secretariat, and provide its assistance as always.

Third, on the elimination of the Syrian chemical weapons programme, China has all along
advocated that this issue can only be resolved through dialogue and cooperation. China has
noted the relevant reports circulated by the Director-General and by Syria. China encourages
the Secretariat and Syria to continue cooperation and communication, collaboratively resolve
the outstanding issues regarding the Syria’s initial declaration on chemical weapons. The
international community, on the other hand, should create favorable conditions for dialogue
between the two sides, instead of impeding such efforts by exerting political pressure.

China is consistently opposed to the use of chemical weapons by any state, organization or
individual under any circumstance for any purpose. China maintains that the incidents of the
alleged use of chemical weapons should be investigated and addressed strictly in line with the
provisions of the Convention and its Verification Annex, and in adherence to the principles of
objectivity, impartiality, and independence. The investigation should be based on solid facts,
and come to the conclusions that can stand the test of time and history. China calls upon the
relevant parties to engage in communication and cooperation following the principles of
mutual respect and consultation on an equal footing, to address the relevant issues properly
before jumping to any conclusions, and to avoid politicization or any actions that will further
exacerbate the tension.

Fourth, China attaches great importance to international cooperation. The Convention
explicitly provides for the guarantee of States Parties’ rights for economic and technological
development, promotion of international exchange and cooperation for peaceful purposes,



and cooperation and assistance, at States Parties’ request, in the area of national
implementation and protection against chemical weapons. All States Parties should fully
recognize the crucial role of international cooperation in material, equipment and technology
for peaceful purposes in promoting economic and social development for States Parties,
especially the developing countries amongst them. China calls on all States Parties, without
prejudice to their non-proliferation obligations, to take concrete measures to foster
international cooperation, and to avoid taking unnecessary restrictive measures.

Fifth, on the 2022-2023 biennial programme and budget, China noted that it has broken the
established practice of “zero nominal growth”. Given the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic
on global economy and fiscal policies of the States Parties, China suggests that the Secretariat
distribute the existing resources proportionally, regulate the budget gowth, and ensure the
inputs on core programmes such as chemical weapons destruction, international cooperation
and etc. Regrettably, the Investigation and Identification Team (IIT) related expenditure has
been listed again in the draft budget. China maintains that the establishment of the IIT went
beyond the mandate of the Convention, and is therefore not in favour of funding the IIT
activities with the regular budget.

Finally, China encourages the Chairman, the Vice-chairpersons and the facilitators to
continue playing their enabling role in facilitating each consultation mechanism to take
measures to improve its working methods, so as to advance all the Convention-related work
in a comprehensive and balanced manner.

The Chinese delegation requests that this statement be circulated as an official document of
this session, and be published on both the external server and the public website of the
OPCW.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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