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JOINT STATEMENT BY ALBANIA, ANDORRA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA,
BELGIUM, BULGARIA, CANADA, COLOMBIA, COOK ISLANDS, CROATIA,

CYPRUS, CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, ECUADOR, ESTONIA, FIJI, FINLAND,
FRANCE, GEORGIA, GERMANY, GREECE, HONDURAS, HUNGARY, ICELAND,

IRELAND, ITALY, JAPAN, LATVIA, LIBERIA, LIECHTENSTEIN, LITHUANIA,
LUXEMBOURG, MALTA, MARSHALL ISLANDS, MONTENEGRO, NAURU,

NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, NORWAY, PAPUA NEW GUINEA, PALAU,
PERU, POLAND, PORTUGAL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA, REPUBLIC OF NORTH

MACEDONIA, ROMANIA, SAN MARINO, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SPAIN,
SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND, TURKEY, UKRAINE, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT

BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND
VANUATU AT THE TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE

STATES PARTIES

1. We, as States Parties of the Chemical Weapons Convention, condemn in the

strongest possible terms the use of a toxic chemical as a weapon in the Russian

Federation against Alexei Navalny on 20 August.

2. We welcome the assistance provided by the OPCW Technical Secretariat in the

aftermath of Mr. Navalny’s poisoning. OPCW analysis of biomedical samples

confirmed the presence of a cholinesterase inhibitor. We note that the

cholinesterase inhibitor has been further identified as a nerve agent from a group of

chemicals known as “Novichoks”. We have full confidence in the OPCW’s

independent expert finding that Mr. Navalny was exposed to a Novichok nerve

agent. We note with concern that a Novichok nerve agent was also used in an

attack in the United Kingdom in 2018. These agents serve no other purpose than to

be used as a chemical weapon.

3. Any poisoning of an individual with a nerve agent is considered a use of a

chemical weapon. This is a matter of the utmost concern. The use of chemical

weapons anywhere, at any time, by anyone, under any circumstances is

unacceptable and contravenes international standards and norms against such use.

States Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention have repeatedly condemned all

use of chemical weapons and reiterated their commitment to the prohibition against

the use of chemical weapons under Article I of the Convention. Any use of chemical

weapons constitutes a direct threat to the object and purpose of the Convention.

4. Article VIII, paragraph 20 of the Convention provides that the Conference shall
oversee the implementation of the Convention, act in order to promote its object and
purpose, and review compliance. We urge the Russian Federation, on whose
territory the attack on a Russian opposition figure took place, to assist the
Conference in this role by disclosing in a swift and transparent manner the
circumstances of this chemical weapons attack. We note that the Russian
Federation has requested technical assistance from the Technical Secretariat, with
reference to Article VIII, paragraph 38(e) of the Convention, and look forward to the
specifics of this request being finalised in order to enable a positive outcome. We



also note that the Russian Federation has provided no further information on its
findings ahead of this Conference commencing.

5. We reiterate and reaffirm our strong support for the Convention on the Prohibition

of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on

their Destruction, an essential pillar of the international disarmament and counter

proliferation architecture and the rules based international order on which we all rely.

We underline the importance of the full implementation of the Convention and

underscore our enduring commitment to exclude completely the possibility of the use

of chemical weapons.

6. We commit to remain seized of this issue and feel strongly that chemical weapons

cannot be used with impunity. It is our firm conviction that those responsible for the

use of chemical weapons must be held accountable.


