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Importance of Verification 



Working together for a world free of chemical weapons 

www.opcw.org 

Annex on Chemicals 
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Designated Laboratory network 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• Analytical chemistry is a key tool for verification under the Convention 
 

• Significance of international cooperation (Blue Book) for verification 
analysis and its development has never been more important because 
of the repetitive contravention of the Convention during the last 5 years 
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Chemical Forensics Workshop 
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Recommendations to Fourth Review Conference 

Toxins (ricin, saxitoxin and others) 

OPCW should enhance its efforts to strengthen the 
capabilities of international laboratories to identify the 
hostile use of toxins and analyse samples for toxins, 
through enhanced scientific collaboration 

 

Central nervous system acting chemicals 

OPCW should be prepared to conduct missions involving 
their alleged use for hostile purposes, including sample 
collection and the addition of analytical data to the OPCW 
Central Analytical Database 

 

Toxic industrial chemicals (e.g. chlorine) 

OPCW should seek to identify markers that may be formed 
through reactions of such chemicals with living tissue or 
materials present in the environment and assess the utility 
of these markers in investigations 
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Recommendations to Fourth Review Conference 

Additions to OPCW Central Analytical Database (OCAD) 

Analytical data for chemicals that may pose a risk to the 
Convention or that are needed to help differentiate 
permitted activities from prohibited activities should be 
added to the OCAD 

 
Such additions could include : 

- Isotopically-labelled scheduled chemicals 

- Stereoisomers of scheduled chemicals 

- Salts of scheduled chemicals 

- Central nervous system acting chemicals 

- Toxic industrial chemicals 

- Riot control agents 

- Bioregulators and toxins 

- Unscheduled chemicals posing a risk to the Convention 
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Recommendations regarding the laboratory network 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• To strengthen capability of the network to analyse operational samples, 
preparedness to do so should be a factor in maintaining designation 
 

• The network should be expanded geographically and in its capabilities  
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Temporary Working Group on Investigative Science 
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Chemical Forensics International Technical Working Group 

Established to address gaps in chemical 
forensics science and capabilities through 
international partnership 

 
1st CFITWG Meeting 2017 

49 participants, 27 organizations 

7 countries : 

Australia, Finland, Netherlands, Serbia, 
Sweden, UK, USA 

 

2nd CFITWG Meeting 2018 

40 participants 

12 countries : 

Australia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Netherlands, Norway, Singapore, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, UK, USA 
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Data sharing and scientific publications 
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Recent publications relevant to sampling and analysis 
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Verification today and tomorrow 

 
 

Today the Blue Book comprises a sustainable contribution to chemical 
disarmament by collating and disseminating analytical techniques and 
methods and compiling validated Recommended Operating Procedures 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tomorrow, through the support of the OPCW and international 
laboratories worldwide, and as sampling and analysis and investigative 
science evolve, it will continue to play a leading role in verification 
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What next? 


