Statement of the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic

In response to the statement of the representative of Canada when discussing
item VIII: Addressing chemical terrorism, on the agenda of the Hundred and
Third Session of the Executive Board

July 11-14, 2023

During the course of discussions on agenda item eight of the EC-103, titled
"Countering Chemical Terrorism," the representative of Canada tried to cast
doubt on what Syria has repeatedly presented and announced regarding the dangers
of terrorists spreading and possessing toxic substances to be used as chemical
weapons in Syria. The representative of Canada demanded evidence of the validity
of what Syria says, and denied the existence of any evidence for that. In this

context, we refer to the following:

The Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the Organization
categorically rejects the fabrications, skepticism and incorrect statement made by

the representative of Canada during the discussion of this item.

We are accustomed to hearing lies and false accusations against Syria from
some countries during the sessions of the Executive Council and previous
conferences of state parties, but we did not expect that the representatives of some
countries would reach a state of denial of an existing reality and ignore the facts

simply to make a political point.

We expected the representative of Canada to be acquainted with what Syria
has suffered from terrorist crimes since 2011 until now, through international and
governmental reports issued by prominent research centers, and documented media

reports at the global level. Syria has faced tens of thousands of foreign, Arab, and



Syrian terrorists, who entered Syria with the facilitation of some Western
countries, especially Turkey, and committed the most heinous crimes that history
has not witnessed before, such as slaughtering, killing, and displacing the safe
civilian population, and destroying infrastructure in many Syrian cities and towns.
Terrorists today constitute a dark force capable of destabilizing security in the
countries that have supported and sponsored these entities in the short and long run
, and who are able to develop themselves rapidly due to the lack of seriousness of
Western countries, including Canada, in combating terrorism, particularly across
borders, of which the terrorists in Syria constitute the main nucleus. These
terrorists were able to establish sophisticated global communication networks, and
they have sleeping cells in many countries of the world, and according to reports
issued by the United Nations, they were able to possess the technologies and

capabilities to produce chemical and biological weapons.

We refer the representative of Canada to the following reports:

- In the twenty-seventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions
Monitoring Team submitted to the Security Council issued in Document
No. S/2021/68 dated February 3, 2021, the report indicated that the group
called “Hayat Tahrir al-Sham” (formerly Jabhat al-Nusra) in the Syrian
city of Idlib managed to manufacture missiles grade 120 mm mortars
locally, and rifles, and the “Harem” area of the Idlib governorate has
turned into a center for the collection and modification of weapons.

- In the eighth report issued by the United Nations Investigation Team to
Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by ISIS, issued in
Document No. S/2022/434 dated May 26, 2022, the following was stated:
“The team examined internal directives and letters issued "Leading

figures within ISIS who regulated and encouraged the use of chemical



weapons, including direct participation from the highest levels in
providing specific financial rewards to ISIS forces that deployed these
weapons."

Also, the fifteenth report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
on the threat posed by ISIS in Iraq and the Levant to international peace
and security, issued in Document No. S/2022/576 dated July 26, 2022, in
which he confirmed that 30,000 children under the age of 12 years old,
who are children of ISIS terrorists, are being held in 11 camps in
northeastern Syria. The report indicates that ISIS possesses advanced
weapons and air systems that it has used on multiple occasions. The
report adds, “Preventing terrorists from obtaining weapons and explosive
materials remains a major challenge.” The Counter-Terrorism Office, and
the Counter-Terrorism Committee’s Executive Directorate, and the
United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research are conducting
training exercises in some countries in the Middle East, to prevent
terrorists from using chemical and biological weapons, and radiological
and nuclear materials.

Also, the ninth report by Christian Richer, Special Adviser and Head of
the United Nations Investigation Team to Promote Accountability for
Crimes Committed by ISIS, issued in Document S/2022/836, which was
discussed by the Security Council in its session No. /9206/ date /
December 5, 2022. The following was stated: "The evidence collected
continues to support the idea that ISIS manufactured and produced
chemical rockets, mortars, ammunitions, warheads, and improvised
explosive devices, in addition to developing, testing, arming, and

deploying a range of chemical agents."



What we have mentioned are some examples, and we have a lot of evidence
that terrorists in Syria possess chemical weapons. This is not information issued by
the Syrian government. Ignoring this information means that either such reports are

not being followed, or that they are purposely ignored for political reasons.

It is only natural for the representative of Canada to deny the existence of
chemical terrorism by terrorist groups in Syria, because confirming such a matter
would stand in her way, along with some other Western countries, in continuing to
fabricate the reports issued from time to time by the “Fact-Finding Mission” and
the illegal “Investigation and Identification Team” to accuse the Syrian

government of using chemical weapons.

The representative of Canada, in every meeting or briefing regarding the
Syrian chemical file, is keen to continue accusing the Syrian government of using
chemical weapons, and to deflect accusations regarding terrorists, in line with the
positions of some Western countries that are hostile to Syria. This situation can
only be interpreted as a strong message of support by the representative of Canada
for those terrorists to continue their crimes, and to fabricate more plays using these

weapons.

Those who support terrorists in Syria, financing and arming them,
facilitating their entry into Syria, and providing them with political, military and
security cover, and those who embrace hundreds of the members of the terrorist
White Helmets, who constitute an arm of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the former "Al-
Nusra Front", granting them asylum on their lands, will find it necessary to slander
and falsify the facts and to cast doubt on what Syria says about the crimes of

terrorists on its territory, and to cover for their possession of chemical weapons and



the fabrication of the use of these weapons with the coordination and

Implementation of the terrorist White Helmets group.
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