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Unofficial Translation

Mr. Chairperson,

We have reviewed what was stated in the Director General's report, issued
in Document No. EC-103/DG.13 dated June 26 2023, on the progress made in
implementing Resolution C-SS-4/DEC.3. On this subject, we state the following:

1. Syria has a real interest in confronting the threat emanating from the use of
chemical weapons, because it categorically rejects the use of such weapons
from any side, anywhere and under any circumstances, especially since the
Syrian people have been victims of the use of toxic substances as weapons in
more than one incident, including: by the armed terrorist groups and their
sponsors in Syria, not to mention the attempts of some Western countries, to
invoke these alleged fabricated incidents to put pressure on Syria, including
carrying out a direct military aggressions on more than one occasion.

2. The Director General has repeated in this report a lot of subjective information,
including accusing Syria of obstructing the work of the Technical Secretariat as
a result of not fulfilling its obligations, and delaying the holding of the 25"
round of consultations between the DAT and the experts of the Syrian National
Authority. While the truth is that it is the Technical Secretariat who is this
round by imposing non-objective conditions on the Syrian state party, in a
manner that contradicts with the provisions of the Convention.

3. Syria affirms that it has committed itself to the provisions of Article 7,
paragraph 7, of the Convention, and has cooperated with the Organization over
the past ten years, facilitating the work of the Technical Secretariat and its
teams and providing them with assistance, and continues to do so, with sincere
intention and desire. The fact of Syria's cooperation completely contradicts the
report of the Director General. Syria hopes that the Director will note this issue
in his next reports.

4. The Syrian Arab Republic reaffirms its explicit and clear position rejecting the
decision of the fourth special session of the Conference of the States Parties for
June 2018. This decision is politicized and contradicts the provisions of the
Convention, and it was imposed through voting, only receiving the support of
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(82) countries out of (193) States Parties. This decision contributes to deviating
the organization from the goals for which it was established, and will reflect
negatively on the future of the organization in the long run.

. With regard to the illegal Investigation and ldentification team (1IT) , Syria
reaffirms its refusal to recognize and deal with it, because it was established
with an illegal basis and reference, and the mandate entrusted to this team is
illegal and not based on the Convention. The reports issued by this team are for
until this point, most recently of which is the report on the alleged Douma
incident of 2018, that proves with conclusive evidence the extent of
politicization and the goals for which it was established.

. It should have been the priority for the Technical Secretariat, and some
countries that claim to be keen on the faithful implementation of the provisions
of the Convention and the principles of international law, to take into account
all the objective observations made by many countries on the reports of this
team and other reports, and we refer to the report of the Berlin Group 21, About
the alleged Douma incident, which was released in early June 2023, and that
Technical Secretariat very intentionally ignored.

. We have followed the statements of some Western countries, and we would like
to point out that it is obvious that these countries put special focus in their
campaign on making false accusations against Syria of using chemical weapons
in some alleged incidents, especially the alleged Douma incident, particularly
The United States of America, Britain and France who need to confirm the
occurrence of this incident and to accuse the Syrian government in order to find
justification for their brutal aggression against Syria in April 2018.

Out of our concern for the Organization and its future, we stress the

necessity of correcting the legal violation that was committed through the
establishment of the 1T, as well as correcting the methods of work of the FFM and
its approach, which is flagrantly contrary to the provisions of the Convention and
the terms of reference that were agreed upon with the Syrian government.

I thank you, and I request you to consider this statement as an official document of the
Hundred and Third Session of the Executive Council, and to publish it on the public sites
and Catalyst of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons.
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