
Program Executive Office, 
Assembled Chemical 
Weapons Alternatives (PEO ACWA) 
Program Overview

27th Session of the Conference of the 
States Parties, 28 Nov - 2 Dec 2022

Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons

The Hague, The Netherlands

Mr. Michael S. Abaie
Program Executive Officer, 
Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives 



Agenda

▪ 2022 ACWA Program Overview Video

▪ Chemical Weapons Convention Commitment

▪ COVID-19 Pandemic Response

▪ Colorado Destruction Overview

▪ Kentucky Destruction Overview

▪ Destruction Campaigns Overview

▪ Colorado Achievements

▪ Kentucky Achievements

▪ Preparing for Closure

▪ Partnership with Public

A  P A R T N E R S H I P  F O R  S A F E  C H E M I C A L  W E A P O N S  D E S T R U C T I O N  2



2022 ACWA Program Overview Video
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Chemical Weapons Convention Commitment

▪ 100% chemical weapons stockpile destruction is our unwavering commitment

▪ Transparency continues with all stakeholders, including the Organisation for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons 

▪ The U.S. Chemical Demilitarization Program totals more than $31 billion
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COVID-19 Pandemic Response
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▪ Operations continued throughout the pandemic at both sites 
under rigorous safety protocols and mandatory vaccination 
directives

▪ Continuous Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons inspector presence

▪ Adhered to all U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and Defense Department guidance

▪ Complied with CDC recommendations to continue to operate, 
secure and control inventory of munitions, reduce and contain 
wastes appropriately

▪ Pandemic response plans proved effective

▪ Communicated changing conditions with stakeholders
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Destruction Campaigns Overview
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Colorado Achievements: 
HD 155mm Projectile Destruction Campaign
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Colorado Achievements: 
HD 105mm Projectile Destruction Campaign
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Colorado Achievements: 
HD/HT 4.2-inch Mortar Round Destruction Campaign
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Colorado Destruction Overview
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Pueblo stockpile is 8.5% of total U.S. chemical weapons stockpile at entry into force



Kentucky Achievements: 
H 155mm Projectile Destruction Campaign
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Kentucky Achievements: 
GB 8-inch Projectile Destruction Campaign
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Kentucky Achievements: 
VX 155mm Projectile Destruction Campaign
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Kentucky Achievements: 
VX M55 Rocket Destruction Campaign
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Kentucky Achievements: 
GB M55 Rocket Destruction Campaign
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Kentucky Destruction Overview
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Blue Grass stockpile is 1.7% of total U.S. chemical weapons stockpile at entry into force



Preparing for Closure
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DECONTAMINATION

The removal of residual contamination to safe and 

environmental protective levels, as prescribed by permits

DECOMMISSIONING

Rendering equipment safe for removal and eventual demolition

DISPOSITIONING

Transfer of government personal property for reuse, sale, 

recycling or disposal; and reconfiguring property for return 

to the installation

ADMINISTRATIVE CLOSEOUT

Closure of environmental permits, closing of contracts 

and interagency agreements, and archiving of records



Partnership with Public
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▪ Chemical Demilitarization Citizens’ Advisory Commissions

− Established by Public Law to provide citizen and state concerns regarding chemical 

weapons stockpile destruction and will continue to operate through closure

− Composed of nine members appointed by state governors, with additional 

representation from numerous advisory and working groups



Conclusion
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